
 
 
 

We are over half way done the regular season, but nothing is slowing down here at 
Gryphon Football. We have made a lot of progress as a team and a program. 

Homecoming season was a success with lots of energy from the team and alumni 
coming back home. Take a read through this month’s issue of The Gryphon’s Lair to 

make sure you are up to date on all things Gryphon Football! 
 

 

 
Only 2 more games left of the regular season, but it’s still not too late to cheer on your 
favourite Gryphons in our FREE Fantasy Football League. Get your picks in before our 

upcoming games against the University of Toronto Varsity Blues on the 13th and the 
Waterloo Warriors on the 20th! 

 
Click HERE to play. 

 

https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Message/MessageTracking.aspx?code=MTAxODE5MzQ7MTMzOTczO1M7Mzk2MztM-unSRwufCSgE=&redir=https://www.gryphonfootball.com/fantasy/


 
 
 

 
 

Game 2 vs York Lions 
On the Labour Day Monday, Gryphon Football hosted the York Lions for the home-
opener which brought 5,669 fans to Alumni Stadium. The Guelph Gryphons football 
team certainly didn't lack incentive as week 2 of the OUA regular season came around. 
Guelph's players wanted to right the ship after a narrow defeat last week in Hamilton – 
and getting a first ever for their new Head Coach was high on the list of priorities. The 
Gryphons accomplished both as they defeated the York Lions 33-18 in the annual O-
Week Game with 5,669 fans on hand at Alumni Stadium. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

https://gryphons.ca/news/2018/9/3/football-fb-gryphons-get-first-win-of-2018-with-33-18-victory-over-york.aspx


 
Elijah Walker and Akeem Knowles celebrate a play. 

 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/elijah-walker
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/akeem-knowles


Gabe Ferraro is Ready To Kick-Off the Season 
Gryphon kicker/punter Gabe Ferraro has tried to put last season out of his mind. 
It’s not that it was a bad season, quite the opposite as he set a U Sports record for the 
number of field goals made during a season. 
However, he doesn’t want to get into a situation where he’s trying to better that mark. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro-is-ready


Game 3 vs Ottawa Gee-Gees 
The Guelph Gryphons and Ottawa Gee-Gees entered Saturday afternoon's contest at 
Gee-Gees' Field separated by just one spot in the U SPORTS football rankings. After 
four quarters of hard-fought, defensive football, it would be the No. 9-ranked Gee-Gees 
escaping with a 12-10 victory over the No. 8-ranked Gryphons. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
 

https://gryphons.ca/news/2018/9/8/football-fb-gryphons-fall-on-the-road-to-gee-gees-in-top-10-matchup.aspx?path=football


 
Head Coach Todd Galloway leading the team to battle. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway


Kian Schaffer-Baker’s Internet-Breaking One-Handed Catch 
Kian Schaffer-Baker’s one-handed catch in the game against Ottawa caught the 
attention of a couple huge sports pages including TSN and Bardown.com (click HERE). 
His first catch in his first game of the 2018 season even made it to the top of that week’s 
TSN Top 10: Must See Moments (watch the TSN highlight video HERE). 
 
Watch our video of the catch HERE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://www.bardown.com/we-have-a-filthy-one-handed-catch-of-the-year-candidate-out-of-the-university-of-guelph-1.1170294
https://www.tsn.ca/must-see/video/top-10-must-see-moments~1489243%E2%80%AC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXdX_RrPZ58


Monday Night Football 
On Monday, September 10th, the team came together in the Pavilion’s Red Zone to 
watch the Jets take on the Lions on the big screens. Complete with a few thousand 
chicken wings from Buffalo Wild Wings and a couple rounds of bean bag toss, it was a 
great night of team bonding for all. 
 

 

 



Game 4 vs Windsor Lancers 
The No. 10-ranked Guelph Gryphons have seen a pair of potential road wins slip out of 
their grasp early on in the 2018 OUA football season. On Saturday afternoon in 
sweltering conditions at the University of Windsor, the Gryphons made sure that would 
not happen again. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
Tavius Robinson swats the ball away. 

 

https://gryphons.ca/news/2018/9/15/football-fb-gryphons-pick-up-26-20-road-win-over-lancers.aspx?path=football
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tavius-robinson


 
Luke Korol has his game face on. 

 

 
D-what? Defence. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


Nick Parisotto Returns To Alumni Stadium 
Former Gryphon defensive back Nick Parisotto has the distinction of being the player 
selected the latest in this year’s CFL draft who was on his team’s lineup for the opening 
game of the season. Parisotto was picked by the Hamilton Tiger-Cats with the sixth pick 
of the eighth and final round. Only three players were taken after him making it a bit of a 
surprise that he was placed on the Ticats roster. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
Nick Parisotto attends practice at Alumni Stadium. 

 
Decades’ Dinner 
The Thursday evening before Homecoming, Gryphon Football held our 2nd annual 
Decades’ Dinner at Cutten Fields. Alumni from all the way back to the 1950’s that have 
been honoured with the Team of the Decade title reunited. We watched a bit of team 
practice and had some drinks on the Pavilion Rooftop before heading across the road to 
Cutten Fields for some good food and reminiscing on their years in a Gryphon jersey. 
The after-dinner entertainment was a question-and-answer panel led by Bill Brown with 
a representative of each decade sharing their stories, which ranged from kind words 
about their old coaches, to tales of hazing rituals in the 1950’s. The memories were told 
with such detail that you’d think they occurred just yesterday rather than a couple 
decades ago. Head Coach Galloway finished the evening off with a touching thank you 
speech, “It warms my heart to hear these stories. I’m trying to grow these young men to 
be like you.” “I hope you make it to the game, I hope we make you proud and carry on 
your legacy.” Though they didn’t all take the field together, it sure felt like one big family. 
Thank you to all who attended, we hope to see you again next year! 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/nick-parisotto


 

  
Chris Moulton (Senior Development Manager), Sam Kosakowski (Alumni Advancement 
Manager), David Goslin, Peter Kukk, Clay Brown, Doug Brown 



 
Stu Lang (Head Coach Emeritus), Robert Whitfield, Paul Gilson, Dan Hilborn, Mark 
Brown, Dave Cornwall. 



  
Bill Brown, Sarah Garrett (Manager of Football Advancement), Dave Hume, Bill 
Sproule, Don Taylor, Robbie Keith 



 
Wally Gabler, Mike Knighton, Shane Dougherty, Heron Tait, James Savoie, Gerrit Stam, 
Bill Clausen (Special Guest), Scott McRoberts (Athletic Director) 
 
 
2018 Glory Bowl 
Bright and early on Homecoming morning, Gryphon Football hosted 30 Alumni for the 
annual Glory Bowl game. Past Gryphons dug out their cleats and came out to Alumni 
Stadium for a friendly game of touch football to compete for the title of Glory Bowl 
Champ before the team took to the field for the Homecoming game. Thanks to all who 
came out, we hope to see you next year for a rematch! 
 
Check out more pictures from this year and from previous years here. 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/glory-bowl/


 
The competition was tough this year! 

 

 
The Red Team talks strategy. 



 
They’ve still got it! 



 
It was a close game… the winner remains a mystery. 

 
 
Game 5 vs Queen’s Gaels – HOMECOMING 
The setting was idyllic – a beautiful Guelph afternoon, with thousands of fans and 
alumni descending on the University of Guelph campus for an almost perfect 
Homecoming experience. The Guelph Gryphon football team would provide their 
supporters with some incredible memories. Unfortunately, a storybook finish was 
agonizingly incomplete. Guelph scored 25 consecutive second-half points but fell just 
short in a heartbreaking 33-32 loss to the Queen's Gaels in front a packed crowd at 
Alumni Stadium. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/9/22/football-fb-homecoming-comeback-falls-just-short-as-gryphons-lose-33-32-to-queen-s.aspx?path=football
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2M5DuNwcrA


 
Click here to watch the game ball flying in to the field. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gryphonfootball/videos/2235935746435175/


 
A.K. Ismail and his game face. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/ak-ismail


 
A celebratory leap. 

 

 
The stands were packed with fans that came out to support. 

 



 
Views through the eyes of a Gryphon. 

 

 
Kade Belyk has some seriously sticky fingers. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kade-belyk


Enhancing Sideline Coaching with GameStrat 
This season is our first full-time season using GameStrat on the sidelines as a method 
to enhance sideline coaching. GameStrat allows coaches and players to watch an 
instant replay of the play, find any mistakes, and coach from it to be better for the next 
play. Before this program, coaches relied on whiteboard demonstrations and the person 
in the Spotter’s Box, as well as the players’ recollection. GameStrat is enhancing our 
sideline coaching by providing uncontestable, instantaneous video. Coach Mike 
MacDonald, Offensive Line Coach, loves the GameStrat technology because it’s instant 
and the players are forced to take responsibility for their performance. Gryphon Football 
is dedicated to finding new ways to improve our coaching methods on, off, and on the 
sidelines of the field! 
 

 
Offensive Line Coach Mike MacDonald reviewing the play. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/mike-macdonald


 
Special Teams Coordinator Alex Derma giving a few pointers. 

 
Carter Wilson’s Journey to the Gryphons 
The Gryphons were defensive lineman Carter Wilson’s first choice to play OUA football 
with when he graduated from Arnprior District High School in 2016. It just took him two 
years and a little detour to North Dakota to get here. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/alex-derma
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/carter-wilson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/carter-wilsons-journey-to-the-gryphons


Game 6 vs Laurier Golden Hawks 
Defensively, few teams in the country have been as impressive as the Guelph 
Gryphons through the first five weeks of the 2018 U SPORTS football season. On 
Saturday afternoon, in a crucial Week 6 matchup in Waterloo versus the Laurier Golden 
Hawks, the Gryphon defence found a way to raise their game to yet another level. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
Celebrating a big win. 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/9/29/football-fb-recap-gryphons-pick-up-crucial-27-24-road-win-over-no-8-ranked-laurier.aspx?path=football


 
This win was huge for Coach Galloway as we faced off against his alma mater. 

 

 
Big smiles from Zeph Fraser and Theo Landers. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/zeph-fraser
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/theodore-landers


 
Dotun Aketepe is on the run for the endzone. 

 
 
Mothers’ Tea 
On the last day of September, we hosted the annual Mothers’ Tea at the Pavilion. 
Gryphon moms joined Coach Galloway for lunch and to learn more about the x’s and 
o’s. We are happy to hold events like this to keep our Gryphon Family tight! 
 

 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/dotun-aketepe
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway


 
 

Coming out of training camp, our expectations were high for the start of the season. The 
guys were in a good place but not satisfied with being 2-2, and hungry to fix that. They 
are definitely playing better every week. Early in the season, some veterans that we 
were hoping would lead the team have done a great job. Luke Korol is being the 5th year 
leader we had hoped he would be. He’s leading the defence and leading the OUA in 
tackles, so he’s off to a great start. Offence is starting to find their rhythm, we are the 
top rushing team in the conference. Our committee of 4 running backs are showing 
signs of a great future. Overall, I’m excited with how the team is progressing. 
 
Reflecting on homecoming, it was an incredible week for our players to see the true 
history of our football program. We had some great alumni come back to speak, 
including Mark Brown who gave the pregame speech in the locker room, and Dave Irwin 
who was our Honorary Captain for the coin toss. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

“September was a very exciting and busy month for POP. At the official start of the 2018 
home game series, we were excited to invite back our great Gryphon Family!  What is 
now referred to as "The Best USports Tailgate in Canada", we were jam packed with 
parents, alumni, family, and friends!  
 
Once again, our Homecoming Tailgate was a huge success! Special thank you to 
Darrell Korol (son, Luke Korol), Alumnus Dad Carl Wilhelm (alumni, Cam Wilhelm), and 
the numerous helpers for preparing and roasting the delicious pork roast feast. A 
special shout out to Dave Hume for setting up his corn on the cob stand, the corn was 
delicious! Huge thank you also goes out to all those who contributed a delicious dish 
and to all those for lending a helping hand. We could not do what we do without all of 
you!  
Gryphons POP Tailgate, definitely an event you never, ever want to miss!” 
 
 – Bruna Ferraro 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/parents-of-players/


 
The POP Tailgate at Homecoming was a huge success! 

 
 



 
 

Though it has been a busy month for our players, they still managed to find ways to 
interact with the Guelph community. 
 
A few players attended the Early Bird Homecoming Ticket Sale on September 12th 
where they said hello to students waiting in line, took photos, and helped to run a ball 
throwing station to help pass the waiting time. It was great for the students to see the 
faces of players that they were buying a ticket to support! 
 

 
Graham Brodie and Kian Schaffer-Baker pose with GryFans. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/graham-brodie
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker


 
Graham Brodie and Darius Samuels give some pointers. 

 

 
Kian Schaffer-Baker, A.J. Allen, Graham Brodie, and Nick Mirijello taking a quick 

bouncy castle break. 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/graham-brodie
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/darius-samuels
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aj-allen
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/graham-brodie
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/nicholas-mirijello


 
 

Todd Galloway’s First Win as Head Coach 
The Guelph Gryphon win over the York Lions at the beginning of the month was Todd 
Galloway’s first win as the team’s Head Coach. Congratulations Coach, we are looking 
forward to many more. 
 

 
Luke Korol gives Galloway the Gatorade treatment. 

 
 
Gabe Ferraro Named OUA Special Teams Player of the Week 
Congratulations are also in order to kicker Gabe Ferraro who was named OUA Special 
Teams Player of the Week following the Week 2 York game where he was 4/4 on field 
goals and averaged 41 yards per punt. Congrats! 
 
Click here to read more. 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/9/4/football-gabe-ferraro-named-oua-special-teams-player-of-the-week.aspx


 
 

Luke Korol Named OUA Defensive Player of the Week 
Congratulations to Luke Korol for being named OUA Defensive Player of the Week after 
a Week 4 26-20 victory against Windsor where he collected 16.5 tackles.  
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/9/17/football-luke-korol-named-oua-defensive-player-of-the-week.aspx?path=football


Players of the Week 
We would also like to celebrate the Gryphons awarded Players of the Week after every 
game for their hard work this month. Congratulations guys! 
 

 
Week 2 Players of the Week vs York, Defence Job Reinhart, Offence Juwan Jeffrey, 

and Special Teams Gabe Ferraro. 
 

 
Week 3 Players of the Week vs. Ottawa, Defence Luke Korol, Offence Zeph Fraser, and 

Special Teams Dotun Aketepe. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/players-of-the-week/
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/juwan-jeffrey
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/zeph-fraser
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/dotun-aketepe


 
Week 4 Players of the Week vs. Windsor, Defence Luke Korol, Offence Theo Landers, 

and Special Teams Gabe Ferraro. 
 

 
Week 5 Players of the Week vs. Queen’s, Defence Brendan Murphy, Offence Theo 

Landers, and Special Teams A.J. Allen. 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/theodore-landers
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/theodore-landers
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/theodore-landers
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aj-allen


 
Week 6 Players of the Week vs. Laurier, Defence Job Reinhart, Offence Juwan Jeffrey, 

and Special Teams Kiondre Smith. 
 
 

 
 
For this month’s featured alumni, we reached out to Gerrit Stam, Bachelor of Commerce 
graduate and former running back of the Gryphon Football team from 1995-2000. 
During his time with the Gryphons, he earned the desired title of the Yates Cup 
Champion in 1996-1997 where he was also awarded the Dalt White Trophy presented 
to the Yates Cup MVP. He also scored his name on 5 OUA rushing records, the Donald 
Forster Trophy for MVP of the 1998 Gryphon Football season, OUA/OUAA All-Stars 
1998-1999 1st team, and U Sports All-Canadians 1998-1999 2nd team. These 
achievements earned him a spot on the 90s Team of the Decade which is honoured at 
the annual Decades’ Dinner. 
 
Today, Gerrit is currently the Vice President of Sales at Barnstormer Brewing & 
Distilling, an award-winning company providing all-natural, true craft beer and spirits. 
Here, he is responsible for working with the leadership team to ensure they are on the 
right path, overseeing sales and event teams, building relationships with customers, and 
looking for opportunities for growth. 
 
When asked why he enjoys being a Gryphon, Gerrit replied “It’s family! Once a 
Gryphon, it’s like you share a common bond, whether you played in the 60s or the 90s. I 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/juwan-jeffrey
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kiondre-smith


have gotten to know players from all eras and no matter if you took the field together or 
not, there’s a strong connection”. 
 
When asked what being a Gryphon has taught him: “Playing for the Gryphons allowed 
you to be a leader while learning how to work together as a team.  We went through 
tough years in the win column or in injuries, to record years and a championship, which 
when you put that all together you develop life long skills you can use in any facet of 
life”. 
 
Though it has been roughly 18 years since Gerrit played for the Gryphons, he still feels 
very connected with the Gryphon community. He lives in Guelph with his children who 
are Jr. Gryphons in hockey and soccer, and they try to get out to cheer on Gryphon 
Football as much as possible. His years as a Gryphon brought such great memories 
that he is an annual attendee of the Friends of Gryphon Football golf tournament to 
reminisce with old and new friends. 
 
Thank you, Gerrit! 
 

 
Gerrit Stam in the Gryphon jersey. 



 
 

For this month’s Friends of Gryphon Football Member feature, we would like to put 
Darrell Korol in the spotlight, who is also a member of the POP group and father to 5th 
year linebacker, Luke Korol. 
The Korol’s currently live in Burlington and have owned and operated Cellular 
Communications Construction Company for the last 25 years. Football has been a huge 
part of life for Darrell, his wife Christine, and all 3 of their sons, Zack, Christopher, and 
Luke, for as long as he can remember. All of their sons have played football at the OUA 
level, so they are no strangers to the lifestyle. 
 
Darrell has been an FOGF member for just over a year now, and when asked why he 
became a member, he said “I have joined the FOGF group to give back in any way I 
can. We are very busy in our personal lives and don’t always have the time to give back 
the way we should, so this seemed like a perfect way to help a little and stay in touch”. 
And give back they have! Darrell and Christine are also dedicated POP members. They 
joined immediately and have since very generously donated the Gryphon-branded BBQ 
on wheels that can cook over 100 burgers at once and even a 150lb pig on rotisserie, 
usually for the Homecoming tailgate. They’ve also pitched in their family motorhome to 
the tailgate festivities, acting as both a wind block and a place to congregate. 
 
Darrell also credits his first time meeting the POP group at a pregame function in 
Windsor as being one of his favourite memorable moments with Gryphon Football. 
“They made us feel at home from Day 1. We have met so many great new friends 
through the POP and FOGF functions. We still have parents returning to our tailgate 
parties to help and join in even although their sons have graduated”. Another of his 
favourite memories from the past nearly 5 years was when the team won the Yates Cup 
in 2016. 
 
“My wife and I will be sad when Luke’s playing days are over, but we all plan on hanging 
around to help out in any way we can as we have been given so much”. Thank you, 
Darrell and Christine, for all you do for our boys. Gryphon Football is lucky to have you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


 
 
 

Pink Game vs. Toronto Varsity Blues – Saturday, October 13th 1:00PM @ Alumni 
Stadium 
 
Community Day Game vs. Waterloo Warriors – Saturday, October 20th 1:00PM @ 
Alumni Stadium 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Friends of Gryphon Football family is growing! We are thrilled to have 9 new 
members join this month to bring us to a grand total of 87 members. Our boys thank you 
so much for the support! 
 
If you haven’t already, make sure you pick up your swag items at the POP Tailgate in 
P7 at the next home game on October 13th! 
 
To see a list of our FOGF family or to learn more, click here. 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/friends-of-gryphon-football-membership/


 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Homecoming in the 1970s and 80s started with a parade to downtown Guelph to attract 
attention from the public to the University’s academics and athletics. In fact, the reason 
for the first Homecoming football game in 1923 was to attract publicity. It was originally 
a competition between alumni and the current team, and still to this day we carry on this 
tradition with the annual Glory Bowl game where alumni come back to Alumni Stadium 
for a game of touch-football before the varsity game. 
 

 


