
 
 
What a thrill this past month has been as we ended off the regular season and saw 
fantastic quarter and semi-final battles on the road to the Yates Cup Championship! 
While we gear up to take on the finals, take a look back on the last month with Gryphon 
Football in this issue of The Gryphons’ Lair. 

 
 

 
Gryphons Start Fast in 46-8 Win Over Toronto 
The Guelph Gryphons football team has faced its share of adversity this season. But 
one thing that hasn't changed is the togetherness of the group. Through heartbreaking 
losses and comeback wins, Guelph's locker room has remained tight and the team is 
starting to see what a close squad can accomplish.   
 



Click here to read more.  
 
Scroll down to the “Gryphons in the Community” section to read about fundraising 
efforts. 
 

 
Colin Jerome leads the team for The Law of the Jungle pre-game. 

 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/13/football-fb-gryphons-start-fast-in-46-8-win-over-toronto.aspx?path=football
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/colin-jerome


 
Kiondre Smith backflips into the endzone. 

 

 
The Ferraro brothers are a dangerous duo. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kiondre-smith


 

 
Michael O’Shea trying to keep warm. 

 

 
Gryphon Football’s 3rd year players. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/michael-oshea


Korol-ing The Competition: Leading By Example Both On and Off The Field 
Originally from Lynden, Ontario, Luke Korol is a linebacker and captain for the Guelph 
Gryphons football team. He is currently in his fifth and final year at Guelph and, as his 
on-field play is showing, he is not leaving the OUA quietly. 
 
Click here to read more. 

 

 
 
 

Senior’s Day Celebration 
Prior to the kickoff of the last game of the regular season, we took some time to thank 
our 4th year players for Senior’s Day. Thank you to our seniors and their friends and 
family for all the support over the years with the Gryphons. 
 

http://oua.ca/sports/fball/2018-19/releases/luke_korol_guelph_gryphons


 







 

 



 
 
 
Gryphons Edge Warriors in Double OT Thriller 
Instant classic. That's the most appropriate description of what the fans at Alumni 
Stadium witnessed on a memorable final day of the regular OUA football season. With a 
series of heartbreaking losses in their recent past, not to mention a playoff spot on the 
line, the Guelph Gryphons flipped the script and defeated the Waterloo Warriors 47-44 
in a double overtime thriller Saturday afternoon. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
Tavius Robinson’s strip sack that ended double OT. 

 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/20/football-fb-gryphons-edge-warriors-in-double-ot-thriller.aspx?path=football
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tavius-robinson


 
Kade Belyk and Andy McFalls celebrate the win. 

 

 
Gabe Ferraro had a fantastic end to his last regular season game. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kade-belyk
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/andy-mcfalls
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro


 
Kian Schaffer-Baker makes it to the end zone with help from Thomas Bresciani. 

 
 
Gryphons Book Spot in OUA Semi's with 45-34 Win Over Waterloo 
The Guelph Gryphons football team will play another day. A postseason victory was the 
only result the resilient Guelph team would settle for. One week after defeating the 
Waterloo Warriors in the season finale to earn a playoff berth, the Gryphons did it again 
to the same foe, winning their OUA quarter-final 45-34 on a chilly, wet day at Alumni 
Stadium. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
Gabe Ferraro had another fantastic kick game. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/thomas-bresciani
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/27/football-fb-gryphons-book-spot-in-oua-semis-with-45-34-win-over-waterloo.aspx?path=football
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro


 
This tackle was a team effort by Luke Korol, Graham Brodie, Job Reinhart, and Brendan 

Murphy. 
 

 
J-P Cimankinda reaches into the endzone for a 3rd TD of the game. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/graham-brodie
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda


 
Brendan Murphy and Uriel Kalenga celebrate a great play. 

 

 
Kiondre Smith and Luke Korol were among some of the players that sported colourful 

locks for playoff season. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/uriel-kalenga
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kiondre-smith
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


Hosting the Notre Dame Advancement Team 
This month the Football Advancement Team was happy to welcome members of the 
Notre Dame Fighting Irish Advancement Team to bounce around some ideas and words 
of advice. We are always looking for new and innovative ways to build the Gryphon 
Football program so we chose to learn from some of the best! 
 

 
 

 
Order of the Gryphon Induction Dinner 
The Order of the Gryphon was established in 2018 to acknowledge significant financial 
contributions toward the University of Guelph Gryphons football program. We hosted a 
dinner at Cutten Fields where our inductees were presented with a framed certificate to 
honour their contributions at our pre-game team dinner. Thank you, Stu & Kim Lang, 
Patrick & Jane Lett, Robert & Marilyn Silk, Don Taylor, William & Elizabeth Weber, Bob 
& Joyce Brooks, George & Beverley Gray, Robert & Kay Steckle, Peter Partridge & 
Poppy Gilliam, and Roy Pearn for your dedication to our program. We could not do what 
we do without you! 
 

 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/order-of-the-gryphon/


1996 Yates Cup Scholarship Endowed 
A scholarship created in honour of the 1996 Yates Cup championship team has just 
reached the $30,000 threshold to endow. This mark was finally reached thanks to latest 
gifts from Dan and Megan Cornwell and Rob Emery at our last home game. Thank you 
to all of the very generous donators, we are excited to share the memory of this team 
with our athletes for years to come. 
 
 
Gryphons Complete Dramatic Comeback at Ottawa to Book a Spot in the Yates 
Cup 
The Guelph Gryphons football team didn't quit after a few heartbreaking losses early 
this season. And they certainly didn't quit Saturday afternoon in the nation's capital 
when they were on the brink of being eliminated from the OUA playoffs. Guelph rallied 
to score 17 points in the final 8:45 of the fourth quarter to defeat the Ottawa Gee-Gees 
27-22 and earn a berth in Saturday's Yates Cup. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 
Click here to read the story from Guelph Sports Journal. 
Click here to read the story from Guelph Today. 
 

 
Thomas Bresciani’s game winning reception and TD. Watch the video here. 

 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/11/3/football-fb-gryphons-complete-dramatic-comeback-at-ottawa-to-book-a-spot-in-the-yates-cup.aspx?path=football
http://guelphsportsjournal.com/gryphons-come-back-for-berth-in-yates-cup-game/
https://www.guelphtoday.com/local-sports/gryphons-are-headed-to-the-yates-cup-1109703
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/thomas-bresciani
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0G-hArKbtAc


 
Bresciani is hoisted in the air to celebrate the win. 

 

 
QB Theo Landers reaches for the end zone. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/thomas-bresciani
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/theodore-landers


 
That moment you realize you’re headed back to the Yates Cup. Watch the video here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5To53JhrVfg


 
 

Coming out of the Laurier game, which was a crucial turning point of our season after 
being 2-3, we were ready to take on the rest of the regular season. It was nice to have a 
break for Thanksgiving for the team to be with family and recharge from the long stretch 
we’ve been on since August. They came back after the bye week with energy for the 
rest of the regular season. 
 
We had great momentum going into playoffs. It’s always tough playing a team twice in a 
row like we did with Waterloo, it’s hard to beat a team back-to-back. We put on a 
dominant performance in the quarter-final and I’m proud of the way the guys played. For 

the semi-finals in Ottawa, we knew it was a chance to fix a game we thought we let slip 
away from us earlier in the year. They were a great team but I’m proud of how we 
fought back and fought to the very end. 
 
The team earned themselves a chance to compete for the Yates Cup and we’re excited. 
It’s nice for the program to be back at the Yates standard, it will be our 4th time at the 
final in the last 7 years (2012, 2014, 2015, and 2018). It sets up for a repeat of the 2015 
cup. 
 
 

 



 
 
Gryphon Football is proud to welcome our second recruit for the 2019-2020 season, 
Drake Bodi! Drake currently attends Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary School in 
Hamilton, ON where he plays defensive back. 
 
“We are very excited to have Drake and his family join our family. He is a very smart 
football player and sees the game well. His ability to be physical in the secondary will 
add a great element to our back end.” – Head Coach Todd Galloway 
 
Check out his highlight videos here. 
 
Click here to read the story from Canada Football Chat. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.hudl.com/profile/5367196/Drake-Bodi
https://canadafootballchat.com/multi-threat-athlete-commits-to-guelph/


 
 

“September 30 was a very special day for our Gryphon Moms - we thank Coach 
Galloway for hosting us moms to tea and football 101! Now, ask us anything about 
football and we'll be able to answer all your questions. 
 
October was a very exciting month, not only on the field but also up at the POP 
tailgates. We thank all the very special volunteers who work tirelessly to pull our 
awesome tailgates together! Our Pink Game tailgate was a huge success and we are 
extremely grateful to our special guest Alum, Dana Warren, for joining us and sharing 
her courageous and inspirational story. Dana is a breast cancer survivor and warrior 
and together, with Dana, we raised $1400 to go towards the $4500 raised to be donated 
to the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation.   
 
We also celebrated our graduating Gryphons and invited their parents, families and 
friends to join them on the field as they addressed the crowd on the video scoreboard.  
We are very proud of all our graduating Gryphons and grateful to all of them and their 
families for all their contributions to POP and the football program over the years!  
Congratulations Gryphons!! 
 
Now on to November and the Yates Cup!  Watch out for the POP emails, they will 
inform you of all the upcoming POP events! 
GO GRYPHONS GO!!!” – Bruna Ferraro 
 

 



 
 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and our Gryphons were excited to support 
the cause. From the 10th-12th, we set up our Pink Wall in the University Centre providing 
U of G staff and students the opportunity to donate to the cause. Each person who 
donated $10 or more also received a pair of pink mittens. The Pink Wall and pink mitten 
donations totalled over $800! 
 

 
The pink mittens handed out for donations over $10. 

 

 
People could donate and sign a sticker for the Pink Wall. 



 

 
Sam Lewis, Darius Samuels, Graham Brodie, J.P. Cimankinda, and Luke Korol were 

among the crew of players volunteering at the Pink Wall. 
 

 
Players taking a well-deserved puppy break. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/sam-lewis
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/darius-samuels
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/graham-brodie
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


 

 
Thanks to all who came by our table! 

 
The Offensive Line and Coach Mike MacDonald added another $240 to our donations. 
Thank you, O-Line! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The POP raised over $1200 at their POP Tailgate through donations for the barbecue 
and selling other pink items such as baseball caps and candy. Thank you POP! 
 

 
 
Gryphon Football Advancement generously matched all donations, and all together we 
donated $4500 to the Canadian Breast Cancer Society. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Everyone was decked out for the Think Pink game, with the first 400 fans receiving pink 
scarves, the players sported pink jerseys, helmets, and tape, and the goal posts got a 
pink makeover. Even the locker room had some pink lights. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
Job Reinhart Named OUA Defensive Player of the Week 
Fourth-year linebacker Job Reinhart has been named the OUA's Defensive Player of 
the Week following a standout performance on Saturday (Sept. 29) in his team's 27-24 
victory over the No. 8-ranked Laurier Golden Hawks. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/1/football-job-reinhart-named-oua-defensive-player-of-the-week.aspx?path=football


Gabe Ferraro Named OUA Special Teams Player of the Week … three times! 
Kicker Gabe Ferraro was named OUA Special Teams Player of the Week for 3 
consecutive weeks in both October regular season games, against Toronto and 
Waterloo. Congrats, Gabe! 
 
Click here to read about his Toronto game. 
Click here to read about his Waterloo game. 
Click here to read about his quarter-final game. 
 

 
 
 

J-P Cimankinda Named OUA Offensive Player of the Week 
J-P Cimankinda had some very impressive games this month, and they did not go 
unnoticed as he was named OUA Offensive Player of the Week after the OUA Quarter-
final game vs Waterloo. Congrats, J-P! 
 
Click here to read the story. 
 

 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/15/football-gabe-ferraro-named-oua-special-teams-player-of-the-week.aspx?path=football
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/22/football-gabe-ferraro-named-oua-special-teams-player-of-the-week.aspx?path=football
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/29/football-jean-paul-cimankinda-and-gabe-ferraro-named-oua-players-of-the-week.aspx?path=football
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/10/29/football-jean-paul-cimankinda-and-gabe-ferraro-named-oua-players-of-the-week.aspx?path=football


Fifth Years Break Records 
Gabe Ferraro kept us on the scoreboard this season, 91 times to be exact. His 
performance earned his way to tie the USports record for career field goals with 91 field 
goals. Very impressive! 
 
Nothing got past Luke Korol this season and, leading the OUA in tackles per game 
proves it! Luke average 9.3 tackles per game to put him at the top with plenty of room 
between him and number two who had 7.8. Congratulations Luke!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


Donald Ziraldo Receives Lifetime Achievement Award from Ontario Chamber of 
Commerce 
Congratulations to former Gryphon QB and current famous winemaker and 
businessman, Donald Ziraldo, who is receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award from 
the Ontario Chamber of Commerce in November! 
 
Click here for story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foodserviceandhospitality.com/rosanna-caira-lifetime-achievement-award-donald-ziraldo/


Players of the Week 
Congrats to our players that we named Player of the Week after each game this month! 
 

 
Week 8 Players of the Week vs. Toronto, Defence Luke Korol, Offense J.P. 

Cimankinda, and Special Teams Gabe Ferraro. 
 

 
Week 9 Players of the Week vs. Waterloo, Defence Uriel Kalenga, Offense Kian 

Schaffer-Baker, and Special Teams Gabe Ferraro. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/players-of-the-week/
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/uriel-kalenga
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro


 
OUA Quarter-Finals Players of the Week vs. Waterloo, Defence Brendan Murphy, 

Offense J-P Cimankinda, and Special Teams Gabe Ferraro. 
 

 
OUA Semi-Finals Players of the Week vs. Ottawa, Defence Job Reinhart, Offence 

Thomas Bresciani, and Special Teams Jason Richards. 
 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/thomas-bresciani
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jason-richards


Gryphon Fantasy Football League 
Thank you to all who played in our Gryphon Fantasy Football League this season. 
Congratulations to first place winner Tom Newbigging, second place winner Nick 
Oakley, and third place winner Jeremy Parkinson. We hope to see you again next 
season for a rematch! 
 

 
Tom Newbigging poses with his $500 winnings. 

 
 

 
 

Our team had a great month, so it only seemed fitting to feature one of the Gryphon 
greats. For this month’s Featured Alumni, we reached out to recent Guelph Gryphons 
Hall of Fame inductee, Dave Irwin. 
 
As a Gryphon receiver from 1990-1994, Dave shared many notable moments with the 
team and earned many titles to his name. In 1993, he was named University of Guelph 
Male Athlete of the Year as well as received the Varsity Honour Award. Conference 
wise, he was named OUAA All-Star in ’91, ’92, and ’93, OUAA Reception Yardage 
Leader with 712 yards in ’93, OUAA Most Receptions in a Game Leader with 11 
receptions in ’93. To top it all off, he was also a member of the Yates Cup 
Championship team in 1992 when they defeated Western in a sweet 45-10 victory. To 
honour all of his achievements with the Gryphons, he was named a member of the 
1990’s Team of the Decade. After his time as a Gryphon player came to an end, he was 
drafted in 1994 to the Toronto Argonauts. 
 
Now that his competitive playing days are in the past, Dave has a career in sales at 
S&P Global, a global financial services firm, where he manages investment banking and 
private equity firms in New York and Boston. “It’s a challenging and competitive 



business, but I believe a lot of the competitive spirit that drove my athletic career also 
plays a big role in my success in sale,” he says.  
 
When asked what being a Gryphon taught him, Dave says that the main thing he 
learned was the importance of team work, and also a thing or two about hard work and 
sacrifice. “It’s physically and mentally demanding to compete in varsity athletics, but it 
makes you a stronger person and those lessons and characteristics will carry forward 
and benefit you long after you graduate.” With a successful playing and working career, 
it’s clear that Dave took these lessons seriously. “Being a Gryphon turned out to be a 
great decision that has helped to shape my life. My experience at Guelph was an 
amazing one and I developed friendships that have lasted the past 3 decades”. 
 
It’s safe to say Dave’s favourite memory from the playing days was the 1992 Yates Cup 
run. “Watching the group really gel and come together over the latter half of the season 
and into the playoffs was really special.” Our boys this season definitely feel the same 
way! “The friendships and bonds that are forged last forever and even if we don’t see 
each other very often, when we do, that connection is still there. It’s very unique and 
something I cherish”. 
 
Dave also had the opportunity to be welcomed back to the Alumni Stadium field as an 
Honorary Captain for the Homecoming game against Queen’s back in September, the 
day after he was inducted into the hall of fame. “Being shoulder to shoulder with the 
players brought back a lot of great memories of being on that field and for a split second 
I thought maybe I could still play. I quickly realized how young, big, and fast today’s 
players are and realized my playing days are long gone,” he laughs. 
 
The playing days may be behind you, but once a Gryphon, always a Gryphon! Thank 
you, Dave, for being such a great Gryphon alumnus, supporter, and friend. 
 

 
 



 
 

For this month’s Featured Friends of Gryphon Football (FOGF) Member spotlight, we 
would like to introduce gold member Steve Burns. Steve is one of the very first people 
to become an FOGF member and has been a member since May 2017, but he has 
been hanging around Alumni Stadium for even longer than that. He was a student at the 
University of Guelph where he studied History, all while he played defensive back with 
our Gryphon Football team from 1990-1994. Now that the playing days are over, we are 
happy to have Steve’s continued support as an FOGF Member. 
 
Today, Steve is the Managing Director of Electronic Equity Trading at Echelon Wealth 
Partners Inc. in Toronto. This entails running an equity trading desk that caters to 
institutions such as hedge funds, mutual funds, and pension funds. 
 
Steve admits that there were a few years after graduating that he fell out of touch with 
Gryphon Football, but when approached by Director of Football Advancement and 
FOGF Membership Coordinator Bill Brown about the membership opportunity, it 
sounded like a perfect way to jump back into the Gryphon community. 
 
Being an FOGF member comes with many perks, from the gala dinner to the Gryphon 
clothing, and Steve lists the annual FOGF golf tournament and being able to stay 
connected with the team as his favourites. “The golf tournament is always a great event. 
It is so well run, and it is always great to see guys who played both before and after me. 
I also really enjoy talking to the current players about the upcoming season.” “I find I am 
talking about the Gryphons with friends and old teammates throughout the season and I 
love getting updates regarding recruiting and such in the off-season,” he says. Being an 
FOGF member is one of the best ways to keep updated and involved with the Gryphon 
Football program. 
 
Steve’s favourite memory of his time with the Gryphons was beating the Western 
Mustangs, in the 1992 Yates Cup. “The day would have been special regardless of the 
opponent, but the fact that it was the [rivaled] Mustangs made it that much better. That 
Gryphon team was something special for sure.” 
 
Thank you, Steve, for all you do for Gryphon Football. We are lucky to have you! 

 

 



 
 

111th Yates Cup Championship – Saturday, November 10th, 2018 at 1:00PM in 
London at TD Stadium vs. Western Mustangs 
Wildman Awards Dinner – Saturday, January 26th, 2019 at Creelman Hall 
Friends of Gryphon Football Gala Dinner – Saturday, May 11th, 2019 at Creelman 
Hall 
Friends of Gryphon Football Golf Tournament – Friday, July 26th, 2019 at Guelph 
Lakes Golf and Country Club 
 
To keep up to date on all of our upcoming events, click here. 
 

 

 
 

Gryphon Football would like to thank our Friends of Gryphon Football members for their 
continued support throughout the regular season and a playoff game. It was great to 
host many of our members at the Pavilion Red Zone and on the Rooftop. We hope 
everyone is enjoying their Gryphon swag! 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/list-of-events/


 
 

 
 
Gryphon Football alumnus Dave Irwin’s name has been mentioned a lot this season, 
but did you know when he played with the Toronto Argonauts he even had his own 
trading card? 
 

 


