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Todd Galloway as the New Head Coach 

Gryphon Football Head Coach Kevin MacNeill has left the University of Guelph to 

explore other opportunities. We are very excited to welcome Todd Galloway as the 

Interim Head Coach for the upcoming season. Todd has been with the program for 

seven seasons, previously as the Offensive Coordinator, and most recently the Director 

of Recruitment, which has been his role for the past two years. To read more on these 

changes, please click here.  

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://gryphons.ca/news/2018/4/12/guelph-football-program-undergoing-changes.aspx
https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Message/MessageTracking.aspx?code=OTIzMjczNzsxMDk4MDk7UzszOTYzO0w=-HuGRq/QH3yQ=&redir=http://gryphons.ca/index.aspx?tab=football&path=football
https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Message/MessageTracking.aspx?code=OTIzMjczNzsxMDk4MDk7UzszOTYzO0w=-HuGRq/QH3yQ=&redir=https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Player/PlayerSubmit.aspx?sid=MTI0NA==-PnPxn+QbnXU=&ptype=contact
https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Message/MessageTracking.aspx?code=OTIzMjczNzsxMDk4MDk7UzszOTYzO0w=-HuGRq/QH3yQ=&redir=https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Player/PlayerSubmit.aspx?sid=MTI0NA==-PnPxn+QbnXU=&ptype=alumni
https://www.frontrush.com/FR_Web_App/Message/MessageTracking.aspx?code=OTIzMjczNzsxMDk4MDk7UzszOTYzO0w=-HuGRq/QH3yQ=&redir=https://gryphonfootball.wordpress.com/


Coaches Clinic 

Last month, Gryphon Football hosted a Coaching Clinic in our new pavilion. The clinic 
was in conjunction with our spring camp and included approximately ten hours of 
football instruction, clinic note packages, a luncheon and full field access to the 
Gryphon’s practice. The camp was very successful this year, with lots of positive 
feedback from coaches. We are looking forward to repeating this clinic next year! 
 

Special Forces Coach Bill Brown speaking at the Coaches Clinic.  

Elite O-Line & D-Line Camp  

Last month, Gryphon Football hosted our Elite O-Line and D-Line Camp for high school 

students. The camp was restricted to only 40 campers, allowing for intimate coaching 

and drill-sessions for every attendee. The camp was led by O-Line coach Mike 

MacDonald, and D-Line coach Brian Cluff. Volunteers included Gryphon alumni and 

Grey Cup winners Jeff Finley and Cam Walker, as well as multiple current players.  



Campers, Gryphons and Alumni pose after completing the OL/DL Camp. 

 

Elite Specialist and Skills Camp  

In addition to the O-Line and D-Line camp, Gryphon Football also hosted the Elite 

Specialist and Skills Camp. This was a similar camp, focusing on special forces, as well 

as small focus groups for Quarterbacks, Running Backs, Wide Receivers, Defensive 

Backs, and Linebackers.  



Gryphon Football alumni John Rush of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers (left), and Toronto 

Argo, Jake Reinhart (right), work with attendees of our Elite Specialist and Skills Camp. 

Combined Practice with Waterloo 

Our off-season grind concluded with a combined practice with University of Waterloo 

last month. The team travelled over to University of Waterloo for the final day of our 

Spring Training Camp and endured a tough and fun practice against one another. We 

look forward to seeing them again on our home turf on October 20th.  

Practice ended with a fun, friendly Jugs competition where the UofG coaches went 

against Waterloo coaches to see who could catch the most balls. Watch Defensive 

Coordinator, Adam Grandy, celebrate after his turn here.  

https://vimeo.com/267694454


 
Spring-Camp concluding practice against the University of Waterloo. 
 
Pavilion Tubs 
 
Last month we opened up our Pavilion Hot Tubs for the first time! The first and second 
year players who participated in the CFL Passing Showcase were promised to be the 
first to enjoy the tubs if they won the competition. Beating Western, the boys were 
awarded this promise after a cold and rainy April practice. Congratulations to these boys 
on winning the competition and we look forward to the continued use of the cold and hot 
tubs for years to come.  
 



 
First and Second year winners of the CFL Passing Showcase warm up after a cold 
practice in our new hot tub.   
 
Red/Black Weekend  
 
Gryphon Football were the hosts of this year’s Team Ontario Red/Black weekend. The 
weekend, which included combine testing, practices, film sessions and a game, 
featured 90 of the best players in the province. The weekend is used as the final tryout 
before selecting the U18 Team Ontario team. Interim Head Coach, Todd Galloway also 
hosted a recruiting information session for parents as they get ready for the recruiting 
process that their sons are about to experience. It was a great weekend overall and 
congratulations to those players who are selected for the final team!  
 



 
Top 90 players from around the province join together for the Red/Black weekend at 
Alumni Stadium.  
 
Pavilion Concourse 
 
The improvements never end at Alumni Stadium! This past month, multiple exterior 
renovations have been added to our new Pavilion. These include benches along the 
concourse, lounge chairs, new street lights and player posters along the exterior of our 
building. We look forward to seeing all of these updates come to life during the 
upcoming season.  
 

 
 



 

 
 

We welcome our #NextGryphons to our team, Connor Burke and Justin Jelacic. 
 
Most of our 2018/2019 commits will be coming to Guelph at the end of the month for our 
annual Meet the Team event. Here, they will be introduced to each other and our 
coaching staff, get an introduction on what to expect for the season, and take part in 
some fun social media endeavors. We look forward to meeting all of our talented new 
commits then! 

 

 

Graduation for our Gryphons is inevitable, that is how this goes...they come to university 

to get a degree and for our sons, they also play football.  

Playing football at UofG brings with it so much more -  as soon as you become a 

Gryphon, you become a member of an amazing extended family.  

The Gryphon's Football Program, including the POP Group (Parents of Players), are a 

proud family and family is always at the forefront of all we do.  

Dale Roberts, Terri Pickett, Christine Korol and Jane Lewis epitomize what that means 

for our Gryphon POP Group Family. Along with their families, they have been integral 

members of our committee. Through all of their constant and consistent hard work and 

incredible dedication and commitment, we have been able to provide a game day 

experience like no other in all of USports, as well as, a strong support group for our 

parents, alumni, friends and community. We are the envy of every football program and 

we are extremely proud of that!  

The POP Group has tremendous support from Coach Galloway, along with the 

Coaching staff, the University and the Guelph community. We recognize that without the 

support of our families and friends, none of this would be possible. We are extremely 

grateful for ALL the hands of help and hope that those who have extended theirs, know 

that!  

For fear of forgetting to name someone, we'd like say a heartfelt thank you to 

EVERYONE! Please find yourself in that! 

It would be remiss to go ahead with this tribute and not recognize a very special group 

of ladies, along with their families. Special Thank You to Sharanne MacDonald (founder 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/connor-burke


of POP), Cathy MacDonald, Melinda Thorn, Rosanna Millar, Sherilyn Walker, Lori 

Wilhelm and Chris Gerrie. These ladies have cleared the way and blazed the trail to 

who we are today! We will forever be grateful for all their hard work, dedication and 

commitment to our POP Group.  

Finally, we cannot close this without expressing our deepest gratitude for Coach Stu 

Lang. His vision, support and passion for the parent group has made this all possible. 

We are Gryphon strong, Family strong and a Great Strong Gryphon Family - We Are 

Proud To Be a Gryphon!  

#GoGryphs  

Bruna Ferraro,  

Gryphon's POP Group 

 

Members of the POP Group pose during a pre-game tailgate. From left to right: Dale 

Roberts, Bruna Ferraro, Jane Lewis, Terri Pickett, Christine Korol and Stephanie Lewis.  

 



 

 
 

POP Supporting the Humboldt Tragedy 
 
The tragic news about the Humboldt Broncos in Saskatchewan has left the Gryphon 
Football community very saddened and shaken. “We cannot hear of a tragedy such as 
this and not think about the numerous times we have all waved goodbye to our loved 
ones as they board a bus” said Bruna Ferraro, POP member and mother of fourth year 
Kicker/Punter, Gabriel Ferraro. In support of this tragedy, the POP Group, (Parents of 
Players), have made a donation to the Humboldt GoFundMe page. As parents of 
players, this group understands the strong bonds that are formed through being a part 
of a team. Sitting in stadiums and arenas through countless practices and games 
creates a different kind of relationship that is hard to come across.  
 
This tragedy hit particularly close to home for Saskatchewan native and fifth-year 
Receiver, Thomas Bresciani. Thomas’ mother Joanne had some kind words of gratitude 
in response to the donation.  
 
“Our family would like to thank the POP Group for the donation to the GoFundMe and 
the sincere message that was sent to the Humboldt Broncos. Our whole family have 
been involved with the Weyburn Red Wing Hockey Club (SJHL) since we moved to 
Weyburn 24 years ago as volunteers and 6 years as billet parents. Thomas was a SJHL 
official until he moved to Guelph. When you hear that the players become part of your 
family, no truer words have been said.  Whether it be the traditional game day brunch, 
where I would come home for lunch, and there would be 8 players in my kitchen making 
bacon and eggs, or the floor hockey games in my living room with our 
grandsons.  Thomas said the players were being treated better than our own children 
were.  And then he would laugh.” 
 

 



 
 
 

 

A Co-op Reflection  

Every semester, the Guelph Gryphons Football team hires a Marketing Co-op student 

who is usually from the University of Guelph’s College of Business and Economics. This 

semester’s co-op student was fourth year Marketing Management student, Taylor Floris. 

Throughout the past four months, Taylor has assisted with the Wildman Awards 

Banquet, Winter Training Camp at Florida’s IMG Academy, managing the Gryphon 

Football website and social media, as well as assist with the planning and execution of 

multiple events. Click here to read Taylor’s reflection on her experience.  

 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/a-coop-reflection


 

Taylor Floris (left) poses with Team Manager, Sarah Shepherd (right) at Florida’s 

IMG Academy.  

Welcome Back Mike Aloisio!  

We are so happy to announce the return of Mike Aloisio to our team. Mike worked for 

the Gryphons from 2012 to 2016, before taking a job with the CFL. Mike is now back full 

time and will be working as the Director of Recruitment, as well as Football Operations. 

We’re thrilled to have Mike back on our team again and look forward to having him 

around for the upcoming season.   

 



 

Mike Aloisio after the 2015 Yates Cup championship win. 

SAM Hours 

The Student Athlete Mentorship Program (SAM) is a program run through the University 

of Guelph whose goal is to enhance the academic performance of our student-athletes. 

This is done through the use of “SAM Mentors”, who are upper year varsity athletes who 

continually achieve academic success. First year members of our team, as well as 

those who are under a certain cut-off, are required to complete a minimum of 36 SAM 

hours per semester. We are so proud to say that the majority of our team had gone 

above and beyond this semester. The average amount of SAM hours per player this 

semester was 51 hours, which greatly exceeds the required 36 hours. A total of 77% of 

our players went above these required 36 hours.   

It is the consistent work ethic of our players that allows us to be strong student-athletes 

both on and off the field. Great work guys.  

Pavilion Study Sessions  

Our beautiful new Pavilion served as a great study spot during this past exam season. 

We hosted tutor sessions for both Chemistry and Economics, which were attended by 

both players and their peers. In addition to these organized tutor sessions, the positional 

rooms were utilized every day during exam season by our players as they prepared for 

their exams.  



It is great to see our new space be used not only for bettering our football program, but 

also for the academic success of our students. Congratulations to our boys on the 

completion of another semester!  

 

Chemistry tutor session taking place in our Pavilion in order to prep exams.  

Toronto Argos Pre-Season Game  

We are so excited to announce that we will be hosting a Toronto Argonauts pre-season 

game on June 7th! The game will take place at Alumni Stadium against the Ottawa 

Redblacks, with the kick-off time to be announced closer to date.  

This game will be the return to home for four former Gryphons who will be playing in this 

game. Jake Reinhart, Alex Charette and Jeff Finley all play for the Argos, while Cam 

Walker plays for the Ottawa Redblacks.  

Tickets can be purchased online or in-person at the Client Service desk of the Guelph 

Gryphons Athletics Centre. To read more on this event, please click here.  

https://www.argonauts.ca/players/jake-reinhart/159902/
https://www.argonauts.ca/players/alex-charette/161504/
https://www.argonauts.ca/players/jeff-finley/160608/
https://www.ottawaredblacks.com/players/cameron-walker/161542/
https://www.ottawaredblacks.com/players/cameron-walker/161542/
http://gryphonstickets.universitytickets.com/user_pages/event.asp?id=399&cid=31
https://gryphons.ca/news/2018/4/9/football-university-of-guelph-to-host-toronto-argonauts-preseason-game-in-june.aspx


 

  

 
 
Gala Dinner – Saturday, May 5th  
 
Toronto Argos Pre-Season Game – Thursday, June 7th  
 
FOGF Golf Tournament – Friday, July 27th 

 

Captain’s Reunion – Sunday, August 12th  
 
Family BBQ – Monday, September 3rd (Post-First Home Game) 
 
Decades’ Dinner – Thursday, September 20th  
 
Homecoming – Saturday, September 22nd 
 
To stay updated on our upcoming events, click here.  
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/list-of-events/


 
 

 

This month’s featured alumni is Gerry Organ. Gerry graduated from the University of 

Guelph in 1971 with a degree in Human Kinetics. For the Gryphons, he played a little bit 

of quarterback and tight end, but mainly played as a kicker and wide receiver. Gerry 

became a member of the Guelph Gryphons All-Canadian team in 1969 and was 

inducted into the University of Guelph Hall of Fame in 1984.  

Upon graduating from the University of Guelph, Gerry went on to play as a placekicker 

and punter for the Ottawa Rough Riders of the CFL. Organ played 12 seasons with the 

Rough Riders, including three Grey Cup games and two championships in 1973 and 

1976, respectively. Here, he was a two-time CFL All-Star, a Rough Rider MVP in both 

1971 and 1972, and is the only kicker to have won the CFL’s Most Outstanding 

Canadian Award in 1973.  



Currently, Gerry is a Reflective Practitioner for One Way Ministries in Ottawa. Here, he 

focuses on nourishing the hopes, dreams and aspirations of people. He will meet with 

young kids, business leaders, single moms, etc. and speak to them about their dreams, 

capacity, limitations, world view, and how they see themselves. Gerry describes these 

meetings as conducting an internal audit of who they are as people through acting 

similarly to that of a psychologist, but in a “light, non-intrusive way”.  

When asked what is favourite memory as a Gryphon was, Gerry jokingly responded 

“surviving”. Gerry was kicked out of school in grade 12 due to poor academic 

performance, and went on to complete grade 13 four years later, where he then got 

accepted into the University of Guelph. “I didn’t think there was much of a future for me 

until my time at Guelph came” Gerry said. Because of the gap in his education, Gerry 

was a 22-year old rookie for the Gryphons. When reflecting, he said that his football 

experience at the University of Guelph was life changing and provided him with amazing 

memories and great fellowship.  

When asked what advice he would give to any current Gryphons, Gerry said: 

“We were all intended to be born into, raised by, and to share life with family – whether 

it be adopted or biological. I would strongly encourage people to invest in their families. 

In the ultimate life that everyone lives, the awards and trophies are great, but more than 

anything, we need family and friends. My advice would be to share what a balanced life 

is. You need to be helpful and guide people. I would want to broaden current student’s 

perspectives on other aspects of their life, especially serving, giving and helping others, 

as well as striving to be as successful as they can be in whatever career path that they 

choose to take. Give all that you have to that route. More than anything, we need to 

invest our time and energy into people.” 

This mindset has been a huge focus for Gerry throughout his life. He met his wife of 49 

years, Lore, in the biology lab at the University of Guelph, got married in their third year 

of university and have been married ever since. Lore and Gerry currently have two kids 

and five grandchildren.  

In the first week of May, Gerry will be travelling back to Guelph to attend our annual 

Gryphon Football Gala, where he hopes to tour our new Pavilion for the first time.  

We as Gryphons are so fortunate to be able to celebrate such exemplary alumni 

members each month. Congratulations to Gerry on such a successful history.   

 



 

 

 

Every month, we like to feature one of our Friends of Gryphon Football members. This 

month, we want to recognize FOGF member, Matt Sharpe. Matt Sharpe has been the 

Graphic Designer for Gryphon Football for the past five years.  

Matt decided to become an FOGF member for the same reason he decided to work for 

the team: “culture”.  

“A lot of people want to look cool and have short-term thinking in order to accomplish 

that. Gryphon Football thinks long-term. They make decisions on a macro level. It 

allows us to make material that a lot of other programs wold struggle to reproduce, 

making our work purposeful and meaningful”.  

When asked his favourite part of being an FOGF member, Matt answered “Everything! 

Overall, the return on investment is the best part. What you get from giving to the 

program goes far beyond what you contribute to the nation’s most forward-thinking 



program. Through being a member I get my Gala ticket covered, entry to the golf 

tournament, swag items, etc. It’s very much worth your money”.  

Matt studied Multi Media and Cultural Studies at McMaster University. In addition to 

working for Gryphon Football, Matt has his own freelance studio called Daring Boy, 

where his portfolio includes work done for the CFL, NBC Sports, MLSE, the NFL, and of 

course, Gryphon Football. He also works full time at Zynga as the Creative Director, 

where he has worked for four years.  

Gryphon Football is so lucky to have Matt as part of our talented team and an FOGF 

member!  

 

Player posters that have been added to the exterior of the Pavilion, edited by Matt 

Sharpe.  

http://daringboy.com/
https://www.zynga.com/games


 

Graphic Designer, Matt Sharpe (left) behind the scenes at a Gryphon Football photo 

shoot.  

 

Friends of Gryphon Football offers memberships to support Gryphon Football. 
Memberships grant access to all Gryphon Football sponsored events, as well as team 
issued swag. For more on FOGF memberships, please click here.  

 
 
If you have any news or updates, we would be more than happy to share them in our 
upcoming newsletter. Please reach out to bbrown@ugcloud.ca for any celebrations, 
announcements or bereavements that you would like us to share.  
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/friends-of-gryphon-football-membership
mailto:bbrown@ugcloud.ca


 

     
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/gryphonfootball/
https://www.instagram.com/gryphonfootball/
https://twitter.com/GryphonFootball
https://www.youtube.com/user/GryphonFootball1
https://vimeo.com/gryphonfootball

