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Three Gryphons Selected in the CFL Draft 

 

The Gryphons did well at this year’s 2019 CFL Draft as three of our former players got picked 

up. The first of the group to be selected was Offensive Lineman, Jaylan Guthrie, by the Calgary 

Stampeders. The second was Offensive Lineman, Eric Starczala to the Toronto Argonauts, 

followed by Linebacker, Job Reinhart to the Calgary Stampeders as well. Click here to read 

more.  

 

 
 

Four Gryphon Football Players Invited to East-West 

 

https://gryphons.ca/roster.aspx?rp_id=10606
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/eric-starczala
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
https://gryphons.ca/news/2019/5/3/football-three-gryphons-selected-in-2019-cfl-draft.aspx


Last month four of our players were invited to attend the East-West Bowl in Ottawa. The East-

West is an annual prospect game for players eligible for the 2020 CFL draft. Congratulations to 

Receiver, Kian Schaffer-Baker, Free Safety, Dotun Aketepe, Defensive End, Carter Wilson, and 

Offensive Lineman, Coulter Woodmansey who represented the Gryphons on Team West. In 

addition to our players, our Offensive Coordinator, Mark Surya, also represented the Guelph 

Gryphons as he was chosen to be the Offensive Coordinator for Team West. Click here to read 

more.  

 
 

Lang Alumni Recognized 

 

This month, over 130 graduates from the Gordon S. Lang School of Business gathered on Bay 

Street in downtown Toronto. The event was for UofG commerce graduates who are currently 

working in the GTA to connect and network with one another. To read more on this event, please 

click here.  

 

2019 Gala Dinner 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aj-allen
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/carter-wilson
https://www.gryphons.ca/roster.aspx?rp_id=11391&path=&mobile=skip
https://gryphons.ca/news/2019/5/1/four-gryphon-football-players-invited-to-attend-2019-east-west-bowl.aspx
https://www.uoguelph.ca/lang/news/2019/05/lang-alumni-recognized-annual-gryphons-bay-street


Last month, we hosted our 9th annual Gala Fundraising Dinner. This year the event raised 

$26,000. Thank you to everyone who attended and took part in our silent auction. Robert 

Wesseling, Offensive Lineman and Wildman recipient for the Gryphons (1995) took home the 

Distinguished Alumni Award. Mike Shoemaker, record-setting quarterback for the Gryphons 

(1984), was this year’s Honour Jersey recipient. To read more on Mike Shoemaker, please click 

here.  

 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/mike-shoemaker


 

 
As the recruiting season begins to slow down, we still have some commits to celebrate! This 

month, we celebrate Williams Ike-Joseph, Colin Dacyshyn and Zach Farray to our 2019/2020 

Recruiting Class.  

 

Williams Ike-Joseph is 5’10, 200lb linebacker from Garth Webb Secondary School in Oakville. 

Click here for Williams’ highlight tape.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noimepxG7ZU


Colin Dacyshyn is a 6’1, 185lb quarterback/athlete from Etobicoke Collegiate Institute. Click 

here for Colin’s highlight tape.  

 

 
 

Lastly, Zach Farray is a 6’0, 185lb receiver from Assumption Secondary School in Burlington, 

Ontario. Click here for Zach’s highlight tape.  

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7pHjoYc0NM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PFjV5NenEc


We are very excited to have these boys join our roster! 

 
 

Gryphon Football Staff and Players Coaching Jr. Gryphons 

  

There is no such thing as an off-season for Gryphon Football. This summer, in addition to their 

day-jobs, multiple Gryphon Football coaches and players are coaching the Jr. Gryphons football 

team. The Jr. Gryphons are part of the Guelph Minor Football Association and compete against 

other cities throughout the summer in the Ontario Provincial Football League (OPFL). Below is 

a list of each member of Gryphon Football along with their position with the Junior Gryphons.  

  

1. Daniel Ferraro, Kicking Coach - Head Coach  

2. Stevenson Bone, QB Coach & Operations Manager - Offensive Coordinator  

3. Mike Carney, Gryphon Football Alumnus (DB) - Defensive Coordinator  

4. Aiden Mielczarek, Linebacker - Linebacker Coach  

5. Afram Jolak, Defensive Lineman - Defensive Line Coach  

6. Jeremy Kapelanksi, Defensive Lineman - Defensive Line Coach  

7. Kyle Fraser, Gryphon Football Alumnus (O-Line)  

8. Nikko Morito-Barber, Gryphon Football Alumnus (OL) - Fullback Coach  

9. Bryce Harper, Running Backs Coach - Running Backs Coach  

10. Nicholas Mirijello, Receiver - Receiver Coach  

 

Interested in catching a game? Please click here for the Jr. Gryphon’s season schedule.  

 

https://www.opfootball.ca/
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/daniel-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aiden-mielczarek
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/afram-jolak
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeremy-kapelanski-lamoureux
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/nicholas-mirijello
https://www.opfootball.ca/schedule/team_instance/4394168?subseason=586117


Head Coach for the Jr. Gryphons and Kicking Coach for Gryphon Football, Daniel Ferraro and 

his team.  

 
2019 Freshman Day  

 

In May we hosted our annual Freshman Day. This event welcomed each of the new players of 

our 2019/2020 recruiting class, along with their families. Here, the class got introduced to our 

new coaching staff and got a run-down of what’s to be expected for training camp. It was a great 

day and we are so excited to get started with these new additions to our family. To read more on 

Freshman Day and for a breakdown of our incoming recruiting class, please click here.  

 

 
 

Gryphons at CFL Training Camps 

 

Congratulations to Offensive Lineman, Eric Starczala, who is currently completing his first CFL 

training camp with the Toronto Argonauts. Below (left) is Starczala with Gryphons Offensive 

Line coach, Mike MacDonald at camp. Luke Korol (right) is another Gryphon taking part in his 

first CFL Training Camp with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats. Congratulations to these two Gryphons 

and to the rest of the Gryphons taking part in CFL Training Camps this month.  

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/freshmanday2019
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/eric-starczala
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/mike-macdonald
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


 
Kian Schaffer-Baker with Standout Performance at East-West Bowl 

 

Our very own Kian Schaffer-Baker gained some attention at the 2019 East-West Bowl. 

Gryphons receiver had 5 receptions for a total of 126 yards and a touchdown. We are very proud 

of Kian and the rest of our East-West attendees. Big things to come for these boys! To read more 

on Kian and the East-West Bowl, please click here.  

 

Cam Walker Re-Signs with the Argos 

 

Congratulations to Gryphon Football alumni, Cam Walker, for re-signing with the Toronto 

Argonauts. Cam Walker is a Defensive Lineman for the Argos, and is going on his fifth season 

in the CFL.  

 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://gryphons.ca/news/2019/5/14/football-fb-kian-schaffer-baker-headlines-impressive-gryphon-performances-at-2019-east-west-bowl.aspx
https://www.argonauts.ca/players/cameron-walker/161542/


 
 

This month’s featured alumni is Donald Westlake. Westlake played football and wrestled for the 

Gryphons from 1970 through to 1972, getting his Bachelor of Science degree, specializing in 

Physical Education. In his time as a Gryphon, Donald played as a fullback, linebacker, 

placekicker and punter. Donald was awarded the Athlete of the Year award in 1970, and the 

Wildman award in 1971. 

 

Following graduation, Westlake attended teacher’s college at Western University, where he also 

played football and wrestled. Following this, he began a 35-year stretch of coaching and physical 

education and science classes, teaching high school in the Oshawa area.  

 

“The Wildman Trophy was a very great end to my football days at Guelph and a proud recipient 

I was. I was extremely proud to be co- captain with Dave Hutton and surrounded by so many 

great players and coaches that playing there was an experience we share over and over at 

homecoming of which I have missed very few”.  

 

“Memories are very numerous but most importantly it is the camaraderie that we enjoyed and 

lifelong brotherhood we enjoy to this day when we meet whether often or after many years”.  

 

In 1988, Westlake was inducted into the Gryphon Sports Hall of Fame. When reflecting on the 

night, Westlake was very humbled: “it was the same night my Football Coach and then friend 

Dick Brown was inducted”.  

 

“The University of Guelph has always been outstanding at making athletes feel welcome and 

providing a high level of coaching to make teams competitive and then turn them into Proud 

Alumni”. Congratulations to Donald Westlake on all of his achievements and for being this 

month’s featured alumni.  



 
 

 
 

This month’s featured FOGF member is Robert Whitfield. Robert played both Offensive Line 

and Linebacker for the Gryphons from 1970 through to 1973.  

 

Robert lived in the U.S. for 35 years before coming back to Canada in February of 2018. Once 

back in Canada, Robert was told that he had been selected as a member of the 70’s Decade team. 

When asked why he became an FOGF member, Robert said “both humbled and honoured by the 

award, I realized how much I missed being in touch with Gryphon Football. I also had a strong 

desire to reconnect with former teammates, so becoming a member of FOGF was a no brainer”!  

Robert’s favourite part of being an FOGF member is staying connected with the team and former 

teammates of his. “I was fortunate to attend my first Decades Dinner last September and going 

up to the terrace of the Pavilion for the first time, I immediately recognized Dan Cornwell and 

Paul Gilson, teammates I hadn’t seen in over 45 years”. Robert added on that the swag pack that 

comes with being an FOGF member was definitely a nice perk.  

 

When looking back on his years as a Gryphon, his most memorable moments were simply 

playing for the team: “it was truly an honour and a privilege to suit up every Saturday in the Red, 

Gold and Black of the University of Guelph Gryphons from 1970 thru 1973. The lessons learned 

on the gridiron and in the locker room have served me very well throughout the rest of my very 

varied professional work career. 



 
 

 

 
Friends of Gryphon Football Poker Tournament - Saturday, June 8th, 2019 at the Guelph 

Curling Club 

 



 

Friends of Gryphon Football Golf Tournament - Friday, July 26th, 2019 at Guelph Lakes 

Golf and Country Club 

 



 
 

Season Opener & Post-Game BBQ: Guelph Gryphons vs. McMaster Marauders - Sunday, 

August 25th, 2019 at 1:00 P.M. at Alumni Stadium, BBQ to follow. Click here to purchase your 

early bird tickets to the game!  

 

 

http://gryphonstickets.universitytickets.com/user_pages/event.asp?id=492&cid=31


 
Ti-Cats and Friends of Gryphon Football 

 

Join us on July 13th as the FOGF will be heading down to Tim Hortons Field to watch the 

Hamilton Tiger-Cats take on the Calgary Stampeders. This group package includes an on-field 

experience and 50% of the regular ticket price! For further details, please contact Bill Brown at 

brownw@uoguelph.ca  

 

 
 

 

 
 

If you have any news or updates, we would be more than happy to share them in our upcoming 

newsletter. Please reach out to brownw@uoguelph.ca for any celebrations, announcements of 

bereavements that you would like us to share.  

 

mailto:brownw@uoguelph.ca
mailto:brownw@uoguelph.ca


 
Did you know that Patrick Tracey, Gryphon Football coach 1987-1997 and 1999, has coached 

the most defensive players to be drafted into the CFL? He has coached 34 different defensive 

players to be drafted, along with 14 free-agents. Great job Coach Tracey! 


