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South Lions Quarterback Ethan Martin nets two Major Awards 

The Guelph Gryphons are getting more than just a very good quarterback; they are 

getting a razor-sharp student and committed individual. 

South Lions quarterback Ethan Martin put an exclamation mark on his high school 

career Monday. 

For the second year in succession, the Grade 12 student won the Bob Gooder 

trophy as high school football’s most valuable player and the Greg Anderson 

Memorial trophy for academics at the annual high school awards ceremony at 

Central secondary school in London. 

Read the rest of the article from gryphonfootball.com by clicking here.  

 

Guelph Gryphons Bring in CFC100, Talents from Quebec 

Offensive lineman Matt Adams and CFC 100 quarterback Ethan Martin have had 

quite the history together at London South Collegiate Institute, and the pair will write 

the next chapter of their career together on the University of Guelph Gryphons. 

http://www.lfpress.com/2017/12/18/south-lions-quarterback-ethan-martin-busy-double-winner


Situated as the first line of defense for his quarterback, Matt Adams has been 

protecting Martin during his tenure as a centre and guard on the South Lions. “He’s 

my best friend and we are signing together,” Adams said. 

Read the rest of the article from canadafootballchat.com by clicking here. 

New Guelph Gryphon following in father's footsteps 

Dan Tocher was quite a receiver when he played for the University of Guelph 

football Gryphons. 

Recently, what he received was some exciting news — that his son, Jack, has 

signed with the Gryphons football team and that Jack will be following in his dad’s 

footsteps. 

“It’s a great feeling, just to come home, back to Guelph and sign with the team that 

my dad played for,” says the younger Tocher. 

Read the rest of the article from guelphmercury.com by clicking here. 

 

Quebec Lineman adds Talents to Guelph Gryphons 

Liam Lapointe, an offensive lineman from John Abbott College, will be getting a taste 

of Ontario football after signing with the University of Guelph Gryphons. 

An integral part of any student-athlete’s life is being able to commit to their academic 

development as much as their athletic one. “The school does a great job when it 

https://www.canadafootballchat.com/cfc100-commit-and-his-best-friend-join-guelph-gryphons/
https://www.guelphmercury.com/sports-story/7997435-new-guelph-gryphon-following-in-father-s-footsteps/


comes to balancing academics with football,” Lapointe, who will be taking 

economics, said. 

Read the rest of the article from canadafootballchat.com by clicking here. 

Keep Up with Us! 

Gryphon Football uses our social media to keep you updated with what we’re doing. 

By using social media, we hope to increase awareness, interest and game/event 

attendance within the Guelph community and beyond. Through our social media, we 

offer updates about our program from POP tailgate gatherings to behind-the-scenes 

looks during our new recruit signings. 

Read the rest of the article from gryphonfootball.com by clicking here. 

 

 

So far, our recruiting class is incredible, and we are extremely excited about our 

#NextGryphons! For this issue of Gryphons’ Lair, we would like to detail our most 

recent recruits and highlight our current recruit class. 

The majority of our recruits are from London South Collegiate Institute. Noah Johns, 

Richard Morris, Tyler Thompson, Ethan Martin and Matt Adams are amazing 

athletes from London South that we’re proud to have join our team. We’re also very 

excited about our recruits from Quebec. Philip Charpentier, Etienne Roy, Liam 

Lapointe and Jeremy Kapelanski-Lamoreaux are incredible athletes that we are 

happy to welcome to our team. As well, there are a number of young men from 

Guelph that have chosen to stay in their town for university: Tavius Robinson, Jack 

Tocher, Brandon Ferigo. Additionally, we are overjoyed to open our arms to: Uriel 

Kalenga, Robert Proner, Carter Wilson and Curtis Woodmansey.  

To check out our #NextGryphons to date and read individual comments about each 

player from our Director of Recruitment, Todd Galloway, click here. 

 

 

“” 
First Name Last Name, Parents of 3rd year Gryphon, Player Name 

 

https://www.canadafootballchat.com/quebec-lineman-adds-talents-to-guelph-gryphons/
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/social-media-1
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/noah-johns
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/richard-morris
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tyler-thompson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/ethan-martin
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/matt-adams
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/philip-charpentier
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/etienne-roy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/liam-lapointe
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/liam-lapointe
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeremy-kapelanski-lamoureux
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tavius-robinson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jack-tocher
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jack-tocher
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brandon-ferigo
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/uriel-kalenga
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/uriel-kalenga
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/robert-proner
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/carter-wilson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/curtis-woodmansey
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/2018-recruits


 

Reading to Students 

During the month of December, some of our Gryphons went to St. Ignatius Catholic 

School to read to their students and spend time with the community. Lukas Brennan, 

Andrew Pickett, Job Reinhart, Aidan Fraser, Nikko Morito-Barber and Greg Corfield 

read Christmas stories to eager elementary students. During their visit, our 

Gryphons were asked for autographs by the students to which they happily obliged. 

When we talked to the teachers at St. Ignatius, they said they were very impressed 

that the players took time from their busy schedules to support their community. 

They went on to say: “The players were friendly and approachable and we were 

pleased at how well the players handled reading to the students. Our students were 

excited to see local football "heroes" read holiday stories and answer questions 

about their own football career and experiences. It is wonderful that the players 

graciously took time to sign autographs and chat with starstruck students.” 

 

Me to We Trip to Ecuador 

Furthermore, as part of our effort to support communities and create long-term 

relationships beyond Guelph, four of our Gryphons will be participating in our annual 

trip to Ecuador as Me to We Volunteers. Kyle Funk, Sam Bergeron, Theo Landers 

and Kade Belyk are all very excited to travel to Ecuador in the beginning of May. 



They will be working projects in the Amazon to assist the local community from May 

2nd to 14th. 

Last year, Running Back Jamal Hooker was one of the lucky Gryphons to go to 

Ecuador and he is very grateful for the experience. Hooker said: “I was able to have 

my eyes opened to a whole other reality a few thousand miles from us. It was much 

more than a trip, it was a journey.” Hooker also commented that the trip taught him 

about international communities, perseverance and the brotherhood that unites 

Gryphon Football players. 

The majority of the expenses for the trip are funded by the Joan Hewitt Travel 

Scholarship (named after Stu Lang’s mother who loved to travel).  

 

Academic All-Canadians 

A huge congratulations goes out to our 2016-2017 Academic All-Canadians: Dan 

Urbshas, Derek Drouillard, Orion Edwards, Justis Croasdale, and Cory Flude. These 

boys have excellently demonstrated what it means to be a student-athlete. We are 

very proud of their efforts both in the classroom and on the field. Join us at our 8th 

annual Gryphon Football Gala on Saturday, May 5th, 2018 where we will celebrate 

these student-athletes, along with the 2018 Grey Cup Gryphons. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/derek-drouillard
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/orion-edwards
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/justis-croasdale
https://gryphons.ca/sports/2016/12/7/gryphon-football-gala.aspx


 

Gryphons Winning the Grey Cup 

The 105th Grey Cup featured multiple Gryphons this year! Congratulations to 

Punter Rob Maver and Offensive Lineman Cameron Thorn from the Calgary 

Stampeders and Defensive Lineman Jeff Finley, Long Snapper Jake Reinhart, 

Defensive Lineman Cam Walker, Wide Receiver Alex Charette, and 

Linebacker Curtis Newton from the Toronto Argonauts.  

https://www.stampeders.com/players/rob-maver/157429/
https://www.stampeders.com/players/cam-thorn/159767/
https://www.argonauts.ca/players/jeff-finley/160608/
https://www.argonauts.ca/players/jake-reinhart/159902/
https://www.argonauts.ca/players/cameron-walker/161542/
https://www.cfl.ca/players/alex-charette/161504/
https://www.cfl.ca/players/curtis-newton/162291/


   

Gryphons Studying in the Pavilion 

Gryphons were utilizing the Pavilion as a quiet study spot during the Fall 2017 exam 

season. Congratulations to the boys on successfully completing another semester. 

 

Gryphon Football Sponsoring OFSAA   

Gryphon Football was a proud sponsor of the 2017 OFSAA football championship 

weekend. As sponsors, Coach Stu Lang was the special guest holder for the 

ceremonial pre-game kick-off. It was a great weekend of strong high-school talent. 

Congratulations to the OFSAA winners.   



 

Gryphons at IMG Academy 

The team will be heading down south to Florida during reading week in February to 

the world-famous IMG Academy. The football camps at IMG are run by former NFL 

and collegiate members and focuses on position-specific training, goals, and 

conditioning both the mind and the body. The camp will be taking place from 

February 17-24. We are very excited for the team to experience this top-of-the-line 

training, along with an opportunity for strong team bonding throughout the week.   

Andrew Pickett’s Accomplishments as a Gryphon 

University of Guelph graduate and Offensive Lineman, Andrew Pickett, has scored a 

spot on the CFL’s Scouting Bureau Top 20 List. The Kitchener, Ontario local found 

himself ranked at number 15 on the list. Furthermore, Pickett has been ranked as 

the 4th Best OUA player, 8th Best Offensive Lineman and 9th Best in U Sports in 

Football. 

https://www.cfl.ca/2017/12/13/knevel-stays-top-december-scouting-bureau-rankings/


 

Coach Grandy in Nova Scotia 

In December, Guelph Gryphons’ Defensive Coordinator, Adam Grandy, was invited 

to the 2017 Football Nova Scotia Coaches Symposium. Football Nova Scotia invited 

multiple CIS and youth coaches from across Canada to attend and provide insight 

from their experiences to the attendees. Coach Grandy shared some of his 

knowledge and concepts on his defensive schemes with other coaches over this 

two-day event. We are very proud of Coach Grandy!   



 

 

 

 

This month we would like to celebrate our partnership with ViewSonic and thank 

them for providing us with amazing technology. 

 



 
 
Wildman Awards Dinner – January 27th 
 
Gala Dinner – May 5th 

 
FOGF Golf Tournament – July 28th  
 
To stay updated on our upcoming events, visit gryphonfootball.com by clicking here. 

 

 

This month, we would like to celebrate alumnus, Justin Dunk’s, accomplishments. 

Dunk was a Quarterback for the Gryphons for 5 years. During his time playing for the 

Gryphons, he amassed a great number of TD passes in a career and continues to 

have more yards passed and completions than any Gryphon (both in a season and 

in a career). 

According to an article published on the U Sports website, Dunk was one of the best 

Quarterbacks of his time and Dunk “was the driving force behind the Gryphons 

returning to relevance in OUA football”. 

Read the rest of the article from usports.ca by clicking here.  

He graduated in 2009, with a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. He has earned 

plenty of success due to his journalism capabilities. Dunk is a Weekend Sports 

Reporter for CHCH TV News and has appeared on air as the Sports Anchor. 

Furthermore, Dunk is concurrently working as the Deputy Editor/Reporter for 

3DownNation.com while also working as a Sports Journalist for Rogers Sportsnet. 

As well, he has been a Football Columnist for CFL.ca since 2011. 

To read his latest article for CFL.ca, click here. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/list-of-events/
http://presto-en.usports.ca/sports/fball/championship/2011-12/releases/20111206-oua
https://www.cfl.ca/2016/08/11/trio-rookies-help-bombers-secondary-take-flight/


 

 

 

Friends of Gryphon Football (FOGF) is an organization whose purpose is to provide 

a vehicle through which football alumni and friends can support and promote the 

football program at the University of Guelph. We would like to highlight a FOGF 

member each month. This month, we are celebrating John Casasanta who played 

for the Gryphons in 1994 and 1997-2000. As a player, he wore #28 and played 



corner and safety, he was a 4-year letterman award winner and in his final year, he 

was a unit captain.  

We really appreciate that he has come back to coach for us in 2006 and has been 

part of our team ever since. Furthermore, he also teaches Math and Physical 

Education at Lakeshore Catholic High School in Port Colborne, ON. He lives in 

Welland with his wife Lisa, and 2 children, Carson and McKenna. 

When asked why he chose to become a FOGF member, he said: “I am a member of 

FOGF because this program has meant everything. It changed my life and the 

relationships I made with coaches, staff, alumni and the brothers I shared the field 

with for 5 years made me the person I am today. I believe that this program needs to 

be recognized as one of the best in the nation and for us to get there we need 

resources and those resources should come from members of its alumni. So, if I can 

help this program reach national supremacy then for me it makes sense to put my 

money where my mouth is and truly support a program that has been there for me.” 

His most memorable moments include: “Meeting teammates who I still call close 

personal friends like Bill Brown and Nick Gallo I loved dressing my first game as a 

rookie and taking part in the Law of the Jungle for the first time. Drinking from the 

Yates Cup in 2015 was truly amazing. Coach Lang gave me the honour of being the 

first to drink from the cup since I missed my chance as a player in 96 due to the 

death of my mother. This was something he promised me when he first took over as 

head coach and he is truly a man of his word. Finally, getting an opportunity to work 

with Bill Brown every week as a Special Forces assistant has been fantastic. It’s 

hard to pick just one. Like I said this program has been there for my highs and lows 

and being a Gryphon means more than just the time we spent on the football field.” 

 



 

 

During our 2017 season, Gabe Ferraro established a single-season U SPORTS 

record of 33 field goals. This record was previous held by his brother Daniel Ferraro 

who is now Gabe Ferraro’s kicking coach.

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/daniel-ferraro


 

 

 


