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The Gryphon family extends beyond our current players, alumni, and community – we’re thrilled to 
have the Toronto Argonauts back on campus and calling Alumni Stadium for the duration of their 
Training Camp. The Argos arrived in mid-May, and have been utilizing our facilities for camp, staying 
in residence on campus and enjoying the incredible food prepared by our Hospitality staff at 
Creelman Hall. Gryphon Alumni, Royce Metchie is a current Defensive Back for the Argos, and it’s 
being great seeing him back at his alma mater. A few of our Gryphon coaches, Mark Surya and 
Donnavan Carter, have been helping out at Training Camp, and have gotten to work alongside the 
Argo staff.  
 
Be sure to catch the Argos in action at Alumni Stadium TONIGHT (June 1) for a pre-season match-up 
against the Ottawa Redblacks. In addition to Royce Metchie, we’ve got Gryphon Alumni, Eric 
Starczala playing OL for the Ottawa Redblacks.  
 
The North Endzone is the perfect place to catch the CFL pre-season game. The area will be licensed, 
we’ve got lawn games for the kids and tickets include a drink ticket.  
 
Purchase your ticket here.  
 
Football is back at Alumni Stadium, Gryph Nation! 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Greetings to all friends of the Gryphon Football Program.  I hope that this message finds you well and that you are 
enjoying the wonderful weather and are also counting down the days until next football season.  We had a very 
impactful off-season which culminated in a five-day spring camp at the end of April which saw 75 returning players 
take the field.  The roster put in four and half solid months of strength and conditioning training in the performance 
centre and indoor fieldhouse, and our football staff went coast to coast to recruit 35 new players to join our football 
team for the 2023 campaign and beyond.  The players have been working hard and we are all ramping up for 
August! 
  
THANK YOU 
The Football Program would like to express its sincere gratitude to all of those who were involved with the Gala 
Dinner Fundraiser on May 6th.  It was a wonderful event filled with great fellowship, laughter, and great memories 
shared as we honored some distinguished alumni and celebrated our program’s traditions.  Significant efforts and 
contributions were made by Bill Brown, Sarah Garrett, and Stuart Lang from the Lang Innovation Team to make the 
Gala Dinner possible. We are superbly appreciative of our sponsors: Tricar (Adam Carapella), Dr. Surya Dental & 
Associates (The Surya Family), Domino’s Pizza (Kevin Barber), FieldTurf (Darren Gill), Sorinex, and the Islip family. 
Lastly, a very special thanks to the Gala Dinner Committee led by Randy Dimitroff and Brian Cluff, and assisted by 
Jessie Kennedy and Jaqueline Andrews.  Their relentless efforts helped bring the event to life and we cannot thank 
them enough. 
  
PRO FOOTBALL 
Professional football is back in full swing and brought a wave of excitement through the Gryphon Football 
community.  Former player Tavius Robison was drafted by the Baltimore Ravens of the NFL, and four Gryphons, 
including Tavius, were selected in the CFL Draft on May 2nd. Siriman Harrison Bagayogo (2nd Round), Clark Barnes 
(3rd Round), and Spencer Masterson (6th Round) all heard their names over the airwaves and are currently in CFL 
training camps.  All reports indicate that they have performed well and representing our programs with flying 
colors.  The Gryphons currently have 12 former players in CFL training camps. 
  
The Toronto Argos training camp was back for its 3rd year on Guelph’s campus, and the feedback from players, 
coaches, and executives has been tremendous.  They feel right at home in our first-class facility and are excited to 
be back again next year.  Their stay at the University culminates June 1st as Alumni Stadium will serve as host to the 



Argos vs. Red Blacks exhibition game at 7 PM! 
  
STAFF CHANGES 
Adam Kania has departed the Gryphon Football Program to pursue a new opportunity in the Private Sector.  Coach 
Kania has been an important member of our team and instrumental in our on-field, and especially off-field success 
since the summer of 2019.  On behalf of the entire Football Program, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to 
Coach Kania for all that he has given to the team over the last four years.  I would like to wish him and his wife 
Leah, as well as their children Miles and Rilynn health, happiness, and success in their next chapter.  The search for 
a new S&C Coach for our program is underway and we are planning on having our new S&C Coordinator in place 
by the end of June. 
 
I hope to you all at our Home Opener vs. The Toronto Varsity Blues on Saturday August 26th. 
 
-Ryan Sheahan  
 
 

 
 
Gryphon Football Gala 
 
The 12th Annual gryphon Football Gala was an incredible success! 
 
The passion, support, and camaraderie that was on display throughout the event was truly 
remarkable, and it was a testament to the incredible community that we have built around Gryphon 
football. The memories that were shared, the fun that was had, and the laughter that filled the air 
made for an unforgettable night. 
 
The night started with a bagpipe entrance from Fred Promoli, a Gryphon Alumni. We honoured our 
graduating Senior players, celebrated our Honour Jersey Recipient, Jeremy Oxley, and our 
Distinguished Alumni, Andrew Oosterhuis. The night concluded with a fireside chat with Gryphon 
Alumni Thomas Dimitroff and Dino Roumel.  
 
A special thank you to Randy Dimitroff and Brian Cluff for their support of this event. Many hours went 
into the planning and preparation and we are grateful for their commitment and passion towards 
making sure that this night was special. From coordinating the silent auction, to helping with the 
agenda of the evening and bringing back our alumni to the event! Thank you to the Gryphon Athletic 
Department and Jacqueline Andrews for managing all the logistics, marketing assets, run of show, the 
list goes on! 
 
We are thrilled to report that we were able to raise over $40,000, thanks to the generosity of everyone 
in attendance and those of you from home who participated in the Silent Auction.  
 
This support will go a long way in helping us continue to provide the best possible experience for our 
student-athletes and build upon the success of our football program. 
 



 
Pictured: Fred Promoli 

 

 
Pictured: Jeremy Oxley and teammates 

 



 
Pictured: Andrew Oosterhuis and teammates 

 
Big Brothers Big Sisters Guelph Food Truck Festival  
On May 28th, the community of Guelph came together for the annual Big Brothers Big Sisters Guelph 
Food Truck Festival.  
 
There was a fantastic turnout and proceeds from the event went to support the local Big Brothers Big 
Sisters Organization. There were food trucks, live music, a DJ, lawn games and a special appearance 
from the Toronto Argos! 
 
We had our Gryphon football players in attendance and had a great day chatting with alumni, 
members of the community, fans and #FutureGryphons who want to play for the Gryphons! 
 
The event was a wonderful example of the support within our community and we look forward to 
many more opportunities to connect with the city of Guelph! 
 
Watch the recap here from CTV news! 
 



 
Pictured: Players from the Jr. Gryphons, Gryphon Football Team, and Toronto Argonauts  

Photo Credit: Laurel Jarvis 
 

 
Pictured left to right: Jakob Tomas and Isaiah Smith playing football with a Jr. Gryphon 

Photo Credit: Laurel Jarvis 
	 

 
 
East West Bowl 
Congratulations to the 5 Gryphon Players who were selected to represent our Program at the East-
West Bowl on May 13th at the Ron Joyce Stadium in Hamilton, Ontario.  
 
Josh Campbell and Kristian Stewart were a part of Team East, and Curtis Woodmansey and Kaine 
Stevenson were on Team West. *Scott Murray was unable to participate due to injury.  
 
Team East came out victorious with 37-0 victory. 



 
Read the full game recap here.  
 

 
Pictured left to right: Kristian Stewart, Curtis Woodmansey, Dennis McPhee, Josh Campbell, Kaine Stevenson 

 

 
 
CFL Draft 
 
Congratulations to Siriman Harrison Bagayogo, Clark Barnes, Spencer Masterson and Tavius 
Robinson for being selected in the 2023 CFL Draft!   
 
Training Camp is underway for these players and we look forward to seeing them compete at the next 
level in the CFL!  
 
NAME POSITION TEAM ROUND OVERALL PICK 
Siriman Harrison 
Bagayogo 

DB BC Lions 2 14 

Clark Barnes WR Calgary 
Stampeders 

3 24 

Spencer Masterson OL Edmonton Elks 6 50 
Tavius Robinson DE Saskatchewan 

Roughriders 
8 66 

 



    
 

   
 
Incoming Recruits Honoured at High School Football Banquet  
 
Our 2023 recruit class has got some incredible talent and we wanted to give a special shoutout to 
incoming WR Thomas Rodehutskors and WR Chris McLarty for being honoured at their local high 
school (Holy Trinity Academy) Football banquet in Okotoks, Alberta.  
 
Thom received the ‘Get Ripped’ award and the Leadership and Dedication Award. Chris was the 
recipient of the Special Teams MVP Award.  
 
Congratulations, Thomas and Chris! We look forward to having you join our Gryphon Family for the 
2023 season! 
 



 
Pictured left to right: Chris and Thomas 

 
Happy Mother’s Day 
A special shoutout to all the Gryphon Moms and Mother-figures that support our program! 
 
We asked the players what their favourite thing is about their Mom and the responses are so special! 
Check out the video here.  
 
TD for Clark Barnes 
Congratulations to the rookie, on his first TD in the CFL against the Edmonton Elks.  
 
The first of many TD’s for Clark Barnes! 
 
Watch the clip here. 
 

 



 
Gryphon Alumni Receives Promotion with the Buffalo Bills 
 
Congratulations to Gryphon alumni, Curtis Rukavina for being named Co-Director of Pro Scouting for 
the Buffalo Bills.  
 
Read the press release here.  
 

 
*Curtis pictured on the far left 

 
 
Theo Landers - QB1 
 
Congratulations to Gryphon Alumni, Theo Landers on being named QB1 for the Bucharest Rebels, a 
Romain American Football Team! 
 
 
 

 
 
June 1 is a very important day for high school students. It’s the deadline for accepting their offer to 
University. It’s a big milestone in one’s life, as they are choosing where they are going to live, what 
program they are going study, and essentially what university community they are going to be a part 
of.  
 
The Gryphon Family is very happy that LB Denver Beazley made the decision in 2022 to attend the 
University of Guelph. Denver dressed for every game that he was healthy for, got involved with our 
community events, and overall has been a great asset to our program.  
 
Denver attended Football North, a high school in Mississauga. Their program strives to provide 
students both a strong academic opportunity and an elite football experience, allowing students to 
achieve their academic and athletic goals. We’ve been fortunate to have many players come through 



their program and attend the U of G. Last year alone, six incoming rookies previously attended that 
high school.  
 
“Having a rigorous schedule at Football North definitely helped prepare for the transition of what it’s 
like to be a university student-athlete. They did a really good job of making the high school program 
seem like a university environment, and so I think I got a sense of what I had ahead of me.” 
 
During Denver’s high school career, he had the opportunity to visit colleges in the States and learn 
about their programs and tour the facilities. When he came for his official visit to the U of G, that was 
first time he had stepped foot on campus, and he was extremely impressed. In terms of quality, he 
noticed that Guelph had top notch facilities, and his parents were particularly impressed when they 
learned about how the coaching staff take care of the players both on and off the field. Whether it be 
academic support from our Academic Coordinator, Lindsay Williams or treatment from Chris DeZorzi, 
our Athletic Therapist, there is a fantastic support system built into the program.  
 
Moving to a new city and meeting 100+ teammates can be overwhelming, and something that often 
helps with that transition, is the guidance that our older players provide to our rookies.  
 
“There was lot of support for the rookies, especially from the veterans like Brandon Ferigo and Simon 
Chaves. Because they’ve been a part of the program for a few years, they have a good 
understanding of the program. Whether it was advice to help us on the field, or how to manage the 
academic workload, their help and guidance was really beneficial.”  
 
Denver is studying Sport and Event Management, which is a part of the Bachelor of Commerce 
Program at the U of G. First year business involves courses such as Introduction to Microeconomics, 
Financial Accounting, Marketing and the Business of Sport and Event Tourism. He just finished up his 
first year of study and is thinking of pursuing a career within sport administration for a professional 
team.   
 
“What made the transition from high school academics to university a bit easier, was that there were a 
lot of rookies this year that were a part of the Bachelor of Commerce Program, so we would study 
together a lot.” 
 
From the classroom to the field for practice and gameday, the players spend a lot of time together. A 
great advantage that they have is being able to use the facilities to study, hangout, meet with the 
coaches, workout in the Performance Centre, etc. The workload of a student-athlete can be 
challenging at times, but for Denver, he was prepared for it.  
 
“I guess I could say it was what I expected. My high school, Football North, they did a really good job 
preparing us for the next level.  Six of the incoming recruits for the 2022 season were from Football 
North and I think that we were well prepared and ready to get to work. I know for me personally; I was 
excited and ready to start the next chapter of my football journey with a new team.” 
 
In his rookie year, Denver made it a goal of his to volunteer and get involved with greater Guelph 
community.  
 
“Before I came to the U of G, I followed the program on social media and I saw all the types of 
opportunities the players had to get involved within the community. I made it a goal of mine to 
volunteer this past year and I really appreciate how our coaching staff encourages us to get involved, 
whether it be helping out with events on campus, or in the city. It’s great to be involved in the 
community and give back because this community and the school itself is so supportive of Gryphon 
Football.” 



 
Denver is living at home in Waterdown this summer and working for his Dad, Todd Beazley. Todd is a 
FOGF member and was featured in Issue 73 (February 2023) of the Gryphons’ Lair. Todd and Denver 
were both at the recent Gryphon Football Gala and we look forward to seeing them play together at 
the upcoming FOGF Golf Tournament on July 21 at Guelph Lakes! 
 
Thank you, Denver for being this month’s feature player! You’ve been an incredible addition to our 
program, both on and off the field, and we look forward to seeing what you accomplish in the 2023-
2024 season! 
 

 
 

 
 



Gryphon alumni. Gryphon Football Coaching Staff. FOGF Golf Member. FOGF Board of Directors, 
Treasurer. Our alumni feature has pretty much been involved in every aspect of our Gryphon Football 
Program! 
 
We are pleased to have Rob Kitching as our Alumni Feature for Issue 77 of the Gryphons’ Lair.  
 
Rob attended Centennial High School in Guelph and deemed himself an average QB, but after 
attending a football camp in grade 12, he realized that he had a fast release and could throw a spiral 
exceptionally well.  
 
Rob joined the Gryphon Football program in winter of 1990 and played for the Gryphons until 1994. It 
was a very exciting time to join the program, with their Vanier Cup championship in 1984, and then 
Rob was a part of the Yates Cup Champion Team in 1992.  
 
“After graduating, I went to Europe and played in in the Swedish league for 2 years. I then decided to 
come back home to Canada and wanted to focus on my career. However, my ‘retirement’ from 
football didn’t last long, as I played for the Tri-City Outlaws in their inaugural season in 2003. I knew 
the guys started the team and they kept bugging me saying that they needed a QB, so I ended up 
playing for them.” 
 
Rob helped out Gryphon Alumni and threw the ball for Justin Dunk at his tryout for the BC Lions. 
Dunk was trying out for a WR position, and Rob told us that he joked with the Coach and asked if 
there was any room for him to tryout as a QB.  
 
This feeling on being back on the field and interacting with the players was something that Rob 
couldn’t let go of. He enjoyed throwing the ball and wanted to stay connected to the Football 
community. He ended up being a part of the Gryphon coaching staff from 2000 – 2012. He took a 
break from the team in 2012 as he had kids and wanted to focus on his family, and then 4,5 years 
later he found himself back at Alumni Stadium.  
 
“2016/207 was a really exciting time for the Gryphon Football Program. They had just come off of 
Yates Cup victory in 2015, the FOGF membership program was spearheaded and the design process 
of the new pavilion was beginning. I remember being out for lunch with Stu Lang, and he pulled out a 
napkin and started drawing his idea for the new facility. To see it come to life over those next few 
years was pretty special.”  
 
In addition to supporting the players on the field, Rob holds the position of Treasurer on the Friends of 
Gryphon Football Board of Directors. As someone who runs his own business, he has a lot of 
experience with bookkeeping and financial records and transactions. In addition to his role within 
FOGF and the coaching staff, Rob has hired many of our players throughout the summer.  
 
“I do wear a few different hats within the program and, overall, I want to see the program succeed. 
So, if I can be a resource to players and help them find summer work, or through the ball for them at 
practice, and also support from a fundraising perspective with FOGF, that’s important! Football made 
such a positive impact on my life. I learned how to deal with people, and you know obviously playing 
and the game itself is great, but it’s the off the field skill development that can be the most impactful. 
Being a football player takes discipline, and it might be gruelling and challenging at some points, but it 
will pay off in the end.”  
 
Thank you, Rob for your continued support of our program. We appreciate all the dedication and time 
you give to our players, coaching staff and FOGF community!  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Welcome to GFB – 100. Welcome back to the June Edition of GFB - 100. I am your instructor John 
Casasanta, your resident Gryphon Football historian. GFB -100 is a master’s class where we will 
delve into interesting and historical facts about all things Gryphon Football. Each month I will provide 
you with an interesting fact about the Gryphon Football program. Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
with any of your own facts or stats to add to this segment each month. Forward any information, stat, 
story, or correction to me at jcasasan@uoguelph.ca. The monthly goal is that you find this section 
informative and educational. I look forward to sharing with you all, so without further ado, let’s begin. 
 
For this month’s lesson we will continue with our pictorial retrospective of Gryphon Football. June’s 
focus will be from 1980-1985. With one exception -  the members of the 1984 team may notice there 
no images of the magical ‘84 season. Relax Cluffer, don’t get too worked up. The reason for excluding 
the 84 team is that I will do an entire pictorial lesson on this season next month and make sure to 
highlight all of the great accomplishments from the ‘84 season. Thanks to the staff of the Ontarion for 
allowing us access to every issue beginning in 1952 with the OAC Aggies then Redmen and right up 
to today’s Gryphons. I hope you enjoy this retrospective and for some of you I hope you enjoy seeing 
some of these great moments you were a part of. Enjoy.    
 



 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
I want to thank Patrick Sutherland for his time and contribution to this month’s lesson. Patrick was 
gracious enough to allow me access to the Ontarion’s archives. I am excited to be able to share 72 
years of history with you with the help of Patrick and the staff of the Ontarion. I look forward to seeing 
you next time when we discuss all things Gryphon Football. Class is dismissed. 
 



 
 
This months Gryphons Gone Pro is Tavius Robinson, as we celebrate the news that he signed his 
rookie contract with the Baltimore Ravens! 
 
We shared the news with our readers last month, that Tavius was the first University of Guelph athlete 
to be drafted to the NFL. Congratulations, Tavius!  
 
Read the full story here.  
 

 
 

 
 
Did you know that season tickets for the 2023 Gryphon Football season are on sale now?  
 
Purchase your tickets here. Less than 100 days till our home-opener at Alumni Stadium! 
 
*Single game tickets will be available for purchase on June 12th.  
 



 
 

 
 
Another few great additions to the Gryphon Family! Welcome to the team, Jordan and Jackson! 
 

NAME POSITION HOMETOWN 
Jordan Buick WR Kingston, Ontario 
Jackson Diebold LB London, Ontario 

 

 
 
FOGF Golf Tournament – July 21st, 2023 at Guelph Lakes Golf and Country Club 

• Purchase your tickets here.   
• FOGF Gold & Black Members: An email will be sent from Bill Brown with your redemption code 
 



 
 

 
 
Interested in becoming an FOGF Member? There are three different tiers to our memberships: Red, 
Black, and Gold. To find out more information about our memberships and what is involved in each 
level, please click here. For questions about the membership, please contact Bill Brown at 
brownw@uoguelph.ca 
 

 
 

 



 
If you have any news or updates, we would be more than happy to share them in our upcoming 
newsletter. Please reach out to brownw@uoguelph.ca for any celebrations, announcements, or 
bereavements that you would like us to share.   


