
The Pavilion is just the cornerstone of a 
multi-year project to change the face and 
surroundings of Alumni Stadium. The 
immediate need for our football program 
was a more modern and larger locker 
room, and on-site meeting rooms. Now 
that the Pavilion will provide these 
needs, we are focused on the landscaping 
to enhance the experience of our fans. 
The area around the Pavilion will be 
converted into Champions’ Corner. This 
corner will feature wall plaques for all of 
University of Guelph’s national 
championship varsity teams. There will 
be a raised platform for musical bands to 
play before the game and several 
interactive areas. The main attraction 
will be a mini-Gryphon football field 
with artificial turf to allow our fans to 
kick field goals or throw footballs into 
nets for prizes. There will also be a statue 
of cheering fans that you can enter for 
“selfies”. 
Along with this landscaping project the 
University is repaving the adjacent 
parking lot and Powerhouse Lane. 
Additional parking space will be 
converted into three 3 on 3 basketball 
courts for “games before the game”. 
Champions Corner and the Pavilion will 
officially be opened before our 
September 8th home game. Rumour has 
it Powerhouse Lane will also be 
renamed. 
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Kevin MacNeill – No Interim 
Kevin MacNeill figures his approach to his job as 
Head Coach hasn’t changed after losing the 
“interim” tag. 

“It lets me sleep a little more at night, I guess,” he said.  

MacNeill spent a year as the interim head coach, replacing Stu 
Lang who stepped down from the head coaching position shortly 
after the Mitchell Bowl national semifinal loss to the Montreal 
Carabins in 2015. MacNeill had the interim portion of his title 
removed the week before Christmas. 

“It doesn’t change a whole lot,” he said. “The reality was that 
there’s been great support around me throughout the process… 

Continued on Page 2 
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The Guelph Gryphons are very 
excited to have Andy McFalls joining 
them in the Fall, studying in the 
Criminal Justice and Public Policy 
program. 

Andy attended the International Bowl 
in Orlando, Florida with the U19 
edition of Team Canada. He has a 
bronze medal for each of the times he 
represented Team Canada – once at 
the 2015 Spalding Cup and again at 
the 2016 Football Canada Cup. 

 

(Continued) 
… and that hasn’t changed now that the tag has been 
dropped.” 

However, it might help on the recruiting front as the 
team hunts for future Gryphons. 

“It helps get ourselves organized and have a firm 
direction to go with recruits so it definitely helps 
given that they know there’s going to be some 
stability over the next few years here,” MacNeill 
said. 

In his first season in charge of the Gryphons, a 
couple of things stand out for MacNeill. 

“The resiliency of the kids and the coaching staff,” 
he said. “The big thing for me that I look back at was 
how resilient the kids were and how resilient the 
coaching staff were. They never stopped fighting. 
They never quit right to the last play. They did a 
good job of fighting and battling and I was really 
proud of them at the end of the year.” 

That 3-5 season last year and the quarter-final loss to 
the McMaster Marauders are a couple of things the 
Gryphons can use as extra motivation to get ready 
for the 2017 campaign. However, MacNeill doesn’t 
think that will be necessary. 

“We kind of have a culture here of pushing ourselves 
past our limits,” he said. 

The Gryphons are in the midst of their pre-season 
training as they prepare for their training camp that 
is to start in mid-August. They’re to kick off their 
2017 season with a home game against the Ottawa 
Gee-Gees Aug. 27. 

Original article written by Rob Massey. 

LB Reinhart Wrestles His Way To Nationals 

Gryphon linebacker and long snapper Job Reinhart, 
one of the team’s two-sport athletes, captured a bronze 
medal representing the University of Guelph in the 
men’s 100kg class at the OUA wrestling 
championships. Reinhart went on to take 7th place at 
the U-Sport nationals this month. 

Original article written by Rob Massey 
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From the Parents of Players 
“What does PoP mean to you?” 
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The PoP group has held my hand and guided 
me in the right direction. I am thankful and 
gratefully honoured to be part of an amazing 
group of people who all together strive with one 
voice, as one body, for one mission. 

-Rica Soyer, Mom of First Year Gryphon 
Dewan Soyer 
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Save the Date! 

FOGF Niagara Reception              
March 8  

Elite OL/DL Invitational Camp      
April 8 

Elite Skills Invitational Camp          
April 15 

Specialist Invitational Camp            
April 22 

Team Ontario Red Black Weekend  
April 21-23 

Football Gala                                     
May 6 

Meet the Team                                   
May 27 

Did You Know? 
There are many former Gryphons working on staff in the 

CFL and NFL - Walters and O’Shea (Winnipeg Blue 
Bombers), Dimitroff (Atlanta Falcons), Rossetti (Miami 
Dolphins), Rukavina (Toronto Argonauts), and Baines 

(Hamilton Tiger Cats) 

Andrew Pickett, a 3rd year 
OG, has been extremely 
involved in the Gryphon and 
Guelph communities since first 
year. Coaching the Jr 
Gryphons, volunteering at the 
Food Bank, spearheading 
various mental health 
initiatives and raising money 
and awareness for Movember 
are only a few of his numerous 
involvements. Keep up the 
amazing work Andrew! 

Gryphons in the 
Community 
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Featured Alumni 

Graduating in 
1996, William 
(Bill) Vastis has 
experienced some 
major 
accomplishments, 
both on and off 
the field. On the 

field as a two-time Yates Cup 
winner (’92 and ’96) and an All-
Canadian (’96), and off the field as 
the Advisor of the Year at the 2016 
Wealth Professional Awards, and 
is the 2017 Wealth Professional 
Magazine’s Advisor of the Year. 
Vastis is also one of the top 
contributors to the Gryphon 
Football Training Facility, and has 
contributed to the new Pavilion’s 
Defensive Line room. 

To The Hill With Kevin MacNeill 

It’s an exciting time for Gryphon Football. We’ve had the 
opportunity to add a new Offensive Coordinator, Jean-Francois 
Joncas, from the Champlain Cougars, a CEGEP Div. 1 league 
team in Lennoxville, Quebec. He was their Head Coach for the 
last 11 years. This opportunity allows us to realign our coaching 
staff and promote Coach Todd Galloway to his new role as full-
time Director of Recruiting. Restructuring Todd’s role reflects his 
importance to the Gryphon Football program, our future, and 
how much we value his abilities. 

Our Gryphon Football program is constantly evolving in the quest 
to close the gap in our ultra-competitive league. We are always 
looking to stay ahead of the curve – more exciting news to come.  

Four of our Gryphons have 
been chosen to play in the 
upcoming East West Bowl in 
May.  

Congratulations to 
Kicker/Punter Gabe Ferraro, 
Linebacker Royce Metchie, 
Free Safety Nick Parisotto, and 
Offensive Guard Andrew 
Pickett. 

Celebration 
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