
2016 was a great year for Gryphon Football! With the 
celebration of the annual Wildman awards this month, 
we were able to fully celebrate the accomplishments of 
our team.  
Additionally, 2016 was the year we were gifted with the 
Pavilion. We hosted a ground-breaking ceremony back 
in April, which featured prominent members of the 
university and the community. In attendance were 
former head coach and Grey Cup champion Stu Lang, 
University President Franco Vaccarino, Guelph Mayor 
Cam Guthrie, Director of Athletics Scott McRoberts, 
new head coach Kevin MacNeill, and quarterback James 
Roberts. 
The ceremony also featured a time capsule to 
commemorate our first Yates Cup win in 20 years. 
Gryphon players were invited to make their own 
contributions, and items ranged from football 
memorabilia to Gryphon gear to childhood tokens. The 
time capsule will be opened at the annual May Gala 
Dinner in 2035. 
Looking forward, our team is excited for our Spring 
training in Florida in 2018! 
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Carnegie is a Wildman 

When running back Rob Carnegie was 
going through his first training camp with 
the Gryphons in 2012, 

he decided he wanted to have his photo hanging on 
the wall in the hall outside the team’s dressing room. 
Every day he left the dressing room to head onto the 
field, he’d see the photos of previous Ted Wildman 
Memorial Trophy winners posing with the trophy. 
Following the Wildman Awards Banquet, Carnegie 
had his photo taken with the trophy. 

“Honestly, I’m extremely excited,” the receiver said 
minutes after being named the 2016 recipient of the 
award.  

Continued on Page 2 
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 “The POP group kept us informed, made us feel 
welcomed and became a lifeline to all things a Gryphon 

parent requires … We are the envy of CIS (now 
USPORTS) varsity parents … We have made lifelong 
friends because of their efforts and cannot thank them 

enough” 

-Rob and Jo-Anne Jerome, Parents of 3rd year Gryphon 
Colin Jerome

The Gryphon family is pleased to 
announce that we will have Jared 
Beeksma joining us in the 2017 season. 

Beeksma will be coming to us from 
Cambridge and although he has both 
offensive and defensive experience, he 
will be joining us as a linebacker in the 
fall. 

Jared helped his high school, Jacob 
Hespler, bring home four straight 
regional championship titles. 

We can’t wait to have you on our team, 
Jared! 

 

(Continued) 
“That was actually a goal that I made when I got 
here my first year. It was kind of a five-year goal for 
me and that it came realized, I’m extremely excited.” 
The trophy is presented annually by the Wildman 
Trophy Committee for a player’s excellence on the 
field, in the classroom and in the community. It’s 
Gryphon football’s most celebrated award and was 
first handed out in 1932, long before the Gryphons 
were known as the Gryphons. 
“I can’t really thank the Gryphon football 
community enough” Carnegie said. “They kind of 
give all the players as many opportunities as you 
need. Basically as much energy as you have, they 
have an opportunity for you.” 
While injuries limited Carnegie’s playing time to 
four games last fall, he kept up his schoolwork and 
continued to volunteer for many charities and events. 
He’s well on his way to his third academic all-
Canadian award, something that’s given to student-
athletes who achieve an overall average of at least 80 
per cent in their studies. He became the head coach 
of Guelph Minor Football Association’s Bantam 
Junior Gryphons last year and kept volunteering. 
Like all former Wildman Trophy winners, time 
management is a big thing for Carnegie. His 
schedule doesn’t include much time for just goofing 
off.  
“There’s always more time in the day,” he said. “I 
think it’s just being able to acknowledge what’s 
important to you.” 
While he’s a little unsure of what the future holds for 
him, he knows he’ll be on the balcony of the 
Gryphon Pavilion when it’s completed, watching as 
many Gryphon games as he can fit into his hectic 
schedule. 

Original article written by Rob Massey 

Construction for the $8.5 million Pavilion is well 
under way, and is expected to be completed in a few 
months! Key highlights include the 3,300 square-foot 
locker room, meeting spaces, and a licensed rooftop 

patio for alumni to enjoy home games. 
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From the Parents of Players 
“What has PoP meant to you?” 
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Save the Date! 

FOGF Niagara Reception | March 8 

Gryphon Gala | May 6 

Meet the Team | May 27 

FOGF Golf Tournament | July 28 

Training Camp Begins | August 10 

Pre-Season Away Game | August 19 

First Game of the Season | August 27 

Post-Game BBQ | August 27 

Homecoming | September 23 

Mother’s Tea | October 1 

Gryphons in the 
Community 
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Featured Alumni 
Jeff Hale 

Over his Gryphon career, Jeff Hale 
was a two-time team captain – in 
1979 and in 1982 – and was an OUA 
All Star in both 1981 and 1982. In 
1981 he was also selected as an All 
Canadian.  

Following his playing career, Hale 
remained with the Gryphons for two 
seasons as an assistant coach with 
the offensive line.  

The past two and a half years, Hale 
has been battling the fight against 
cancer. 

This month, the Riddell High School 
Coach of the Year award was 
renamed in honour of Jeff Hale and 
all of his contributions to the football 
program in Ontario, and was 
awarded at the Wildman Dinner. 

To The Hill With Kevin MacNeill 

It is hard to believe that the New Year is already here. Having 
celebrated our accomplishments at the Wildman, as the Head Coach it 
was a great reminder of what we value as a team. The importance of 
family was paramount: both the Gryphon family at large, which is felt 
strongly throughout our organization, and all of the people who 
support us from the stands and sidelines. We are fortunate to 
participate on this team and any achievements we have are a reflection 
of our commitment to each other, but also of the strength and support 
of our families. I want to reiterate my thanks again, especially to the 
families of our coaching staff who share their talented fathers and 
husbands with this team. Thank you. 
There is no off-season in Gryphon football. Our next few months will 
be integral to our success in the next season and we will be busy. For 
our athletes, this means busy studying and working towards our 
individual and team goals in strength and conditioning. We will also 
be participating in the Campus and greater Guelph community, 
sharing our talents and energy with others. For our staff, the next few 
months involve recruiting, planning, and making sure this program 
places our athletes in the best position for success. It is an honour to do 
this work and we all look forward to the days and months ahead. 

Congratulations to University 
of Guelph Alumni Thomas 
Dimitroff on his advancement 
to Super Bowl 51 with the 
Atlanta Falcons! 
Thomas played for the 
Gryphons from 1985-1990 and 
was team captain from 1998-
1990.  
We look forward to watching 
his team play in SB51. 

Celebration 
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Did You Know? 
Former tight end Alec Reid’s father, Dave Reid, 
played in the NHL and won two Stanley Cups. 

Our Gryphons were very busy 
this month in the community. 
Between the continuous Bell 
Let’s Talk campaign (check out 
their awesome hats in the 
photo above!), the Waverly 
Drive Pancake Breakfast, and 
volunteering at the Food Bank, 
it’s clear that our Gryphons 
care. 


