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July was a very busy month for Gryphon Football! Work was begun on the landscaping 
that surrounds the Pavilion.  We are extremely excited to announce the construction of 
both Champion's Corner andLang's Way.   Champion's Corner will be a section in front 
of the Pavilion that honours all championship teams from all University of Guelph 
Varsity Teams, both in the past and in the future. Powerhouse Lane will be re-
named Lang's Way in honour of former Head Coach Stu Lang, as an everlasting thank 
you for his incredible generosity over the years.  
 
The Captains' Practices have also begun for the summer, giving both our Captains and 
the rest of the Gryphon veterans a chance to work together and meet the incoming 
recruit class in a true football environment. It has also given our Captains the chance to 
exercise their leadership skills and prepare for their upcoming season as role models for 
the rest of the team.  
 
Our Coaches had the chance to get away to Muskoka for the annual Coaches Retreat. 
A big thank you goes out to Coach Lang for his hospitality.  With all of these exciting 
events, we are anxiously awaiting the start of the 2017 football season. 
 
John Rush Joins The Blue Bombers 

Before the Winnipeg Blue Bombers sent former Gryphon linebacker John Rush home 
following their training camp last year, they gave him some advice should he want to 
continue to strive to play in the CFL. 
 
Since that was his goal for as long as he could remember, Rush took that advice to 
heart and earned another invitation to their training camp this year. Now that attitude 
and his hard work have landed him a spot on the Bombers’ roster. 
 

“They told me to work on my special teams and to just get a little bit quicker so I could 
keep up with some of the faster guys that are out there, smaller running backs and the 
smaller linebackers,” Rush said in telephone interview. 
 

Read the rest of the article written by Rob Massey by clicking here. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/the-rush-of-success


 

Dan McNally Reflects on His Time as Head Coach 

Dan McNally’s favourite memories of his 14-year coaching career with the Gryphons are 
a pair of Yates Cup championship wins, and he feels a little bad about it. 
 

“That’s unfair to everyone else that was here and did their part and didn’t win a 
championship,” he says. “That as much as anything is a function of timing.” 
 

McNally had a good sense of timing when he arrived in Guelph to become Head Coach 
of the Gryphons in 1987, three seasons after they’d won the national championship 
Vanier Cup game. Previous coach, John Musselman, had left to become the athletic 
director at his hometown university, the University of Windsor. 
 

Read the rest of the article written by Rob Massey by clicking here. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/new-cover-page-4


 
Gryphon Football Team Heading to Nova Scotia for Unique Preseason Event 
 
Coaches and players from the Gryphon football team will be packing their bags 
and heading East later this summer to take part in a unique, three-team pre-season 
event. 
 
On Friday, June 16 it was announced that the Gryphon football team will be traveling to 
Antigonish, Nova Scotia to square off against the St. Francis Xavier X-Men and Mount 
Allison Mounties in a three-team  exhibition event. The "Summer Showdown" will be 
held at Oland Stadium, located on the campus of St. Francis Xavier University, and is 
scheduled to take place on Saturday, August 19. Fans in Ontario and across the 
country will be able to tune in, with the event set to be streamed live online. Kickoff is 
scheduled for 12:00 PM AST, 11:00 AM EST. 
 
"We're extremely excited to be traveling to Antigonish for this event, which is really the 
first of its kind," said Gryphons head coach Kevin MacNeill. "With Mount Allison and St. 
FX winning each of the last four AUS titles, we know that our players will be in for a 
tough challenge. We feel that this will be an outstanding test for our players and a great 
way to help our program prepare for the opening of the 2017 regular season." 
 
Read the rest of the article from Gryphons.ca by clicking here. 

 

 
 

2017 Friends of Gryphon Football Golf Tournament 
 

In the end, the golf didn’t really matter that much. 

When former and current players and coaching staff and others with an interest in the 

Gryphons football program gathered for the annual Friends of Gryphon Football golf 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2017/6/14/gryphon-football-team-heading-east-for-unique-preseason-event.aspx


tournament at the Guelph Lakes Golf and Country Club, it was more about getting 

together and reminiscing with old friends than burning up the golf course. 

“It was a great day. The weather was absolutely fantastic. It was a fun day,” said 

George Bortolato, who played from the Gryphons from 1988 to 1991. “It’s about 

supporting the program and getting together with some old friends – a wonderful day.” 

While Bortolato attended a few of the Gryphon golf tournaments immediately after his 

playing days when he graduated with a Bachelors of Applied Science degree with an 

emphasis on consumer behaviour, this year’s marked his first appearance at it in about 

10 years. 

Read the rest of the article written by Rob Massey by clicking here. 

 

21st Annual FOGF Golf Tourny 

By all reports this year’s Friends of Gryphon Football Golf Tournament was a success 
with good weather, a large turnout and lots of fun. There were 120 golfers and more 
than a dozen volunteers including numerous current players. 

According to FoGF president Randy Dimitroff and lead organizer Jen Green, some of 
the credit for this being a bigger and better event goes to the sponsors who stepped up, 
including … 

Alltech Canada [Steve Parisotto] 
Adviant Financial [Bryan Maltby] 

Northern Productions [Ronnie Caron] 
Skyline Group of Companies [Mark Durigon] 

Steelcase Canada [Luke Nangle] 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/new-cover-page-5


Wellington Brewery [Brent Davies} 
*     *     * 

One mystery has been solved. 

For years, no one seemed to have a definitive answer to the question … How long has 
the Friends of Gryphon Football golf tournament been going on? 

Read the rest of the blog post by Brad Duncan by clicking here. 

 

 
 

The Gryphons are excited to welcome Running Back Ryan Isenor to the team in 2017! 
 
“The (Guelph) facility is probably one of the best in Canada and all the coaches would 
call to check up on me and ask me how I was doing and wish me a happy birthday. That 
really meant a lot,” said Isenor, who fielded offers from Laurier, Ottawa and McMaster. 
“They told me how it is – they showed me the depth chart and where I would be. They 
didn't say I was going to go there and start in the first year ... (but) everyone is really 
nice and really helps you out.” 
 

“I think I'll like it in the first year not starting on the offense and sort of looking from the 
background and see how all the plays work out because I don't want to be going in 
there and messing up plays,” Isenor smiled. “I'd like to make an impact on special teams 
because then you can focus on that ... Plus, if they see you make plays on special 
teams they'll want to get you in the offense more and get the ball in your hands.” 
 

“I want to see what it's like,” said Isenor. “I played spring football and it's pretty hard too, 
but I want to see all the best players ... it looks intense. It's a lot faster and that's what I 
like, a fast-paced game.” 
 

Isenor was named the Haldimand-Norfolk Bowl MVP and the Raiders Team MVP in 
2015. Isenor was also a member of Team Ontario during their Bronze Medal win in 
2016.  
At Guelph, Isenor plans to study Human Kinetics and hopes to eventually move towards 
working in the Physiotherapy field.  
 
Original article from the Simcoe Reformer. 
 

https://gryphonfootball.wordpress.com/2017/08/08/21st-annual-fogf-golf-tourney/
http://www.simcoereformer.ca/2016/12/14/isenor-going-to-guelph


 
 

 
 

"Every POP season is a winning season!  The support and encouragement we are able 
to both give and receive to fellow parents, Gryphon coaching staff, the U of G Athletic 
team, and of course, our sons has been so rewarding.  It has allowed me to build a 
trusting relationship with the Gryphon community so that I have every confidence 
releasing my son, and yours, to the caretakers of this game. With my small contribution 
I hope that I am able to let the coaches and players do what they need to do:  Leave it 
all on the field!  Go Gryphons!"   

- Jane Lewis, Mom of 3rd year Gryphon Sam Lewis 

 

 
 



This month, Coaches Nesbitt and Galloway, as well as Gryphon players Charlie 
Taggart, Nick Mirijello, Harry Robinson, Walker Breen, and Graham Brodie participated 
in a huge water fight at Arbor Vista Public School. It was our Gryphons and Coaches 
versus 120 Arbor Vista students and teachers. It was a great way to end their school 
year and to beat the heat of the summer.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Defensive Coordinator Adam Grandy and Offensive Assistant Matt 
Nesbitt for their respective Bronze and Silver medals in Wolfville, Nova Scotia. Adam 
was the Special Teams Coordinator for Team Ontario in the Football Canada Cup. Matt 
was the Offensive Coordinator for the U-16 Football Canada East Challenge. 
 

 
 

 



 
Additional Events 
 
Pavilion Grand Opening - September 7 
 
Pep Rally - September 8 
 
Decades Dinner - September 19 
 
Glory Bowl - September 23 
 

 
 

We are very excited to get back to training camp and prove that last year we were not 
the team our record showed. The commitment and motivation this preseason has been 
at an all time high. This year's captains deserve a lot of credit for creating a culture of 
hard work even through the summer.  
 
The return of Johnny Augustine and Jacob Scarfone are definitely welcome ones for the 
offence. We open our training camp on August 10th with meetings and are on the field 
starting August 11th.  
 
We are very lucky to have two U Sports coaching legends at camp this year in Gary 
Jeffries and Brian Towriss. They met against each other in the 2005 Vanier Cup and will 
be the Head Coaches of the respective teams in our intersquad scrimmage on August 
14th, 9:30am kickoff.  
 
In terms of our trip out East to St. FX, our exhibition showcase this year is an amazing 
experience. This allows us to take a 70 player roster to Nova Scotia to face off against 
two great opponents in St. FX and Mount Allison. Our performance during training camp 
will set the final 70 making the trip.  
 
Myself, Coach Galloway and Coach Joncas got the opportunity to visit the campus 
already ahead of the scrimmage and Coach Waterman is very excited. The game will 
be streamed online for people to watch, so be sure to tune in! 
 
As a bonus, it will give some of our kids a chance to see a part of Canada they maybe 
haven't seen before. We love the idea of travelling out east this year because the winner 
of the OUA will be travelling to the AUS.  

 



 
 

Both John Casasanta, Class of 2000, and Steve O'Brien, Class of 2006, were 
recognized in the month of July in the #GryphonsForLife series for their outstanding 
contributions to Gryphon Football as recruiters, coaches and donators to Alumni 
initiatives. Both are current members of the Gryphon Coaching staff and continue to 
support our program in any way that they can.  

 

 
 

 
 

When Jeremy Oxley was in his rookie season, he was the heaviest reported football 
player at that time in 1996 in North America. His 6'5 400 plus frame and athleticism 
helped the Gryphons win the Yates Cup. He was an All Canadian in his rookie season.  

 

 


