
 
 

 
Your Gryphons started off 2019 with a bang; a new head coach, strong recruiting, the Wildman 
Awards Dinner, and getting involved in the community. Check out the latest issue of The 
Gryphons’ Lair to get caught up! 

 
Issue 25 – February 2019 

 
Check out the 2018 season highlight video! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ulFPVGNYDI


 
 
Ryan Sheahan Named Head Coach of Gryphon Football 
Following an extensive national search, the University of Guelph's Department of Athletics has 
named Ryan Sheahan Head Coach of the Guelph Gryphons football program. Sheahan, a 38-year-
old native of Montreal, joins the Gryphons after having spent the previous four seasons at the 
University of Calgary where he served as the Dinos Assistant Head Coach and Offensive 
Coordinator. 
  
"I am tremendously excited for the opportunity to work with the talented staff and student-athletes 
here at Guelph," says Sheahan, who becomes the 17th head coach in program history. "I cannot 
thank the people in Calgary enough for four excellent seasons there." 

 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2019/1/10/ryan-sheahan-named-head-coach-of-gryphon-football.aspx?path=football


Coach Sheahan Meets With The Team 
Coach Ryan Sheahan’s first week in Guelph kicked off with some jet lag after his move to 
Guelph from Calgary, and was jam packed after that. One of the first things he did as the new 
Head Coach was gather the whole team together in the Pavilion Red Zone and address his 
goals for the program moving forward. 
 

 
 
 

Meet the Football Coach Luncheon 
To wrap up his first week as a Gryphon, the Athletic Department hosted a Q & A session and 
press conference to get to know Coach Sheahan. 
 
Click here to read more. 
Click here for the story by The Ontarion. 
Click here to watch the video. 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gryphons-welcome-ryan-sheahan
https://www.theontarion.com/2019/01/ryan-sheahan-hired-as-new-head-coach-of-gryphons-football/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qtUuNyIPVdU&fbclid=IwAR2lpHB-CXGW5dJh1LBWGGuTMYK0JWImDDkJF9UrYVS_MD5jqfsxruAURs4&app=desktop


 

 
UofG Athletic Director, Scott McRoberts (left) poses with Coach Sheahan 

 
 
Seniors Dinner 
Our graduating seniors were invited to dinner at the Cutten Club with Coach Lang and Coach 
Galloway to close off their Gryphon Football careers. Thank you for your hard work and effort 
the last few years! Your contributions to our program will never be forgotten. 
 

 
Back left: Coach Lang, Eric Starczala, Colin Jerome, Coach Galloway 

Front left: Aidan Fraser, Aidan England, Charlie Taggart, Gabe Ferraro, Sam Lewis 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/eric-starczala
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/colin-jerome
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aidan-fraser
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aidan-england
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/charlie-taggart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/sam-lewis


Gryphons in Texas 
Coach Brian Cluff spent some time down South in Texas this month coaching U18 Team 
Canada. This trip served as a great recruiting opportunity as well as a chance to assist in the 
coaching of some of Canada’s future greats! 
 

 
Coach Cluff in Texas where he coached the defensive line. 

 
 
D10 High School Football Awards at the Pavilion 
The Gryphons honoured the best in the Guelph-based District 10 high school football league 
with their annual luncheon at the Gryphon Football Pavilion. Five impressive players earned top 
awards to recognize their efforts this past season. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
Former Gryphon great Nick FitzGibbon, left, with the winner of the Fitzy presented to the most 

outstanding player in D10 football Tanner Nelmes, middle, and St. James coach Jeff 
Cummings. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brian-cluff
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brian-cluff
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/d10-high-school-football-awards


2019 Wildman Awards 
This month we hosted Gryphon Football’s annual Wildman Awards Dinner to celebrate our 
season, recognize some very deserving players, and acknowledge our 4th and 5th year players. 
It was great to have players, family members, past Wildman winners, and supporters together 
again for a great night of football reflection and celebration. Thank you to everyone who joined 
us! 
 
Click here for article by Rob Massey. 
Click here for article by Guelph Gryphons. 
Click here for the amazing season highlight video. 
 

 
 
Our major award winners recognized were as follows: 
 
Ted Wildman Memorial Trophy (player who best succeeds as a student-athlete on the field, in 
the class and in the community): Luke Korol, linebacker 
 
Donald Forster Trophy (MVP): Luke Korol, linebacker 
 
Tom Dimitroff Sr. Defensive Player of the Year: Greg Corfield, defensive line 
 
Stu Lang Offensive Player of the Year: Kade Belyk, receiver 
 
Special Teams Player of the Year: Gabe Ferraro, kicker/punter 
 
Tom Mooney Lineman of the Year: Colin Jerome, offensive line 
 
Rookie of the Year: Brendan Murphy, defensive back 
 
Kyle Walters Trophy (best prepared player): Theo Landers, quarterback 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/wildman-awards-dinner-2019
https://gryphons.ca/news/2019/1/28/gryphon-football-handout-2018-awards-at-annual-wildman-dinner.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ulFPVGNYDI
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/greg-corfield
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kade-belyk
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/colin-jerome
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/theodore-landers


 
Captains’ Award (senior or graduating player with unwavering commitment to football 
program): Thomas Bresciani, receiver 
 
Offensive Scout Team Player of the Year: Michael Scarfone, quarterback 
 
Defensive Scout Team Player of the Year: Tyler Thompson, linebacker 
 
Granite Gryphon Award (player most dedicated to physical improvement through efforts in 
Performance Centre): Charlie Taggart, defensive line 
 
Unsung Hero Award: Aidan Fraser, receiver 
 
Pflug Family Community Service Award: Nicholas Mirijello, receiver 
 
Richard P. Kohler Perseverance Award: Aidan England, linebacker 
 
Support Staff Member of the Year: Alf Conley, assistant equipment manager 
 
Academic Support Award: John Walsh, assistant professor 
 
Riddell High School Coach of the Year Award in honour of Jeff Hale: Greg White, Jacob 
Hespeler Secondary School 
 

 
Wildman Winner Luke Korol 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/thomas-bresciani
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/michael-scarfone
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tyler-thompson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/charlie-taggart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aidan-fraser
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/nicholas-mirijello
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aidan-england
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


Westminster Abbey to permanently recognize Peter Partridge Sr. 
Though Peter Partridge Sr. wasn’t a Guelph Gryphon, he is family by blood as his son, Peter 
Partridge Jr. is a valued Gryphon alum. This is quite the honour! 
‘Peter Sr.’s connection to the abbey stretches back decades. He studied music at the Royal 
Academy of Music in the early 1960s, an effort that saw him work as the assistant to the 
organist of the abbey. He taught and lived at the Westminster Abbey Choir School and played 
daily services for the school. His time there sparked a lifelong love of music that he brought 
home with him to Canada, fuelling his extensive supports for the arts in Niagara. 
“He loved it there,” said Peter Jr., adding, “it sort of established his love of music.”’  
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
Peter Partridge Jr. and Janet Partridge with invitation from Prince Charles. 

 
 
Gryphon Alumni Keith Crawford is Co-Head Coach of Calgary Rage 
Former Gryphon and former CFL player Keith Crawford just started a new role as Co-Head 
Coach of Calgary’s only elite women’s tackle football program. 
“We took this job to coach our way out of the job,” said Crawford, who made his name on the 
field as a member of both the Toronto Argonauts and Hamilton Tiger-Cats. “That’s the dream, to 
see women coaching at this level – and this is a high level. This is almost a higher level than 
high school football right now.” 
 
Click here to read more. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.niagarathisweek.com/community-story/9138043-westminster-abbey-to-permanently-recognize-peter-partridge-sr-/
https://calgarysun.com/sports/football/new-calgary-rage-coaches-have-high-hopes


 
 
Our first Gryphon commit of 2019 is Offensive Lineman Lucas Pyz. Finishing up at St. Joan of 
Arc Barrie, the 6’2, 290lb recruit will add great strength to our team. Welcome Lucas! 
 

 
 
 
Our latest #NextGryphon will be joining our rookie roster all the way from North Bay. Nathan 
McGriskin is a 6’2 195lb quarterback from West Ferris Secondary School. We’re glad to have 
you, Mason! 
 
Click here for his highlight video. 
 

 

https://www.hudl.com/video/3/3964031/5beef57abd6a7f0d30d23f41


 
 
At the Wildman Awards Dinner this month we gave special thanks to our POP family. We 
appreciate all the support in season and in the off season and know our guys love having family 
around. We hope that there will be plenty of familiar faces at the tailgates next season! 
 

 
 

 
POP Executive members Christine Korol, Jane Lewis, and Bruna Ferraro are surprised on stage 

with flowers from their sons. 
 
 



 
 
Bell Let’s Talk Day 
On Wednesday, January 30th for Bell Let’s Talk Day – a day dedicated to helping to end the 
stigma surrounding mental illness – several of our Gryphon Football players and staff joined 
other Gryphon athletes at John Galt Public School in Guelph to speak with students about the 
importance of mental health awareness and communication for the third year in a row. Thank 
you to everyone who was involved and made the day a success! 
 
Click here to read more. 
Click here for the video. 
 

 
AJ Allen, Ben Petrie, Nicholas Mirijello, and Kian Schaffer-Baker were big supporters of this 

year’s Bell Let’s Talk initiative. 
 

 
Thanks for such a great day! 

https://www.ugdsb.ca/blog/john-galt-ps-students-talk-about-mental-health-with-university-of-guelph-athletes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o7KxNnIa0cI&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2TCIYqu4MvjVczdbTHaiNSji-nY9KB1QHIJVu62IMnj50tnif2hiyokxI
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aj-allen
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/ben-petrie
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/nicholas-mirijello
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker


Also this month, our Gryphons traded their jerseys for referee whistles. They spent a weekend 
welcoming teams to campus to assist the University of Guelph’s JDCC (Jeux de Commerce 
Central) team. Great work guys! 
 

 
Kian Schaffer-Baker, Theo Landers, Darius Samuels, and Ben Cadman were some of our 

players who volunteered. 
 

 
 
Footballers Turned Wrestlers Earn Medals 
Congratulations to Job Reinhart and Nathan Monk on their medal finishes at the Brock Open 
Wrestling competition this month. Job earned a 3rd place finish after a tough match up with last 
year’s National champ, and Nathan battled it out for a silver medal at his first ever university 
competition! We like to think all that football training has paid off! 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kian-schafferbaker
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/theodore-landers
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/darius-samuels
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/ben-cadman
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/nathan-monk


Blue Bombers Re-Sign John Rush 
Gryphon Alumnus John Rush was nearing free agency next month after spending the past 2 
seasons with the Winnipeg Blue Bombers but has signed a 2-year contract extension. Congrats 
John! 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
 
 

Argos Re-Sign All-Star Ryan Bomben 
Former Gryphon Ryan Bomben just finished his first season with Toronto after being acquired 
from the Montreal Alouettes, and the O-Lineman will continue with the team for another 3 years. 
Congratulations! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bluebombers.com/2019/01/04/bombers-extend-contract-national-fullback-john-rush-sign-defensive-back-eric-patterson/


Argos Bring Back WR Alex Charette 
The Toronto Argos have signed former Gryphon Alex Charette through to 2020. He’s played in 
23 games over the last 2 seasons. Congrats Alex! 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.argonauts.ca/2019/01/29/argos-bring-back-wr-alex-charette/


 
 
For this month’s alumni spotlight we are featuring former Gryphon player Nick FitzGibbon! Nick 
played five great years with the Gryphons as a star running back from 2006-2010 while working 
towards his sociology degree. He had quite the impressive career earning himself Gryphon 
Football awards Rookie of the Year in ’06, Donald Forster MVP Trophy in ’07, ‘09 and ‘10, and 
OUA titles as Second Team All-Star in ’07, Second Team All-Canadian in ’09, and First Team 
All-Star in ’08, ’09, and ’10. Alongside these titles he was a captain in his final year and received 
the honour of being named to the 2000’s Team of the Decade. “My favourite on-field moment at 
Guelph was hosting the Yates Cup in 2007. Seeing how proud the community and the school 
was of the team, and the atmosphere they created was something magical. I will never forget 
that feeling.” 
 
Despite these accomplishments, Nick wasn’t immediately drafted in the 2009 draft year. In July 
of 2011, Nick travelled to Austria to compete with Team Canada in the IFAF (International 
Federation of American Football) World Cup where they finished second. In September 2011, 
Nick got the call and was signed to the Winnipeg Blue Bombers where he dressed for the final 5 
regular season games, the East final, and the 99th Grey Cup in Vancouver. “That was the 
biggest football game I have ever played in, and the anticipation and excitement surrounding the 
game was surreal,” he says of being on the Grey Cup field. “It was an amazing team and 
coaching staff, so I was fortunate to experience that with them all.” 
 
Today, after hanging up the pro-league cleats, Nick has a career as a realtor with Coldwell 
Banker after focusing on residential real estate in Guelph and surrounding areas. 
 
It’s possible that being a Gryphon has taught him many lessons and life skills that helped him in 
his football and career successes. “My time at Guelph showed me how to be goal-oriented and 
to fully commit to the task at hand. The work ethic and commitment my coaches and teammates 
taught me has really translated into my professional life and I couldn’t be more grateful.” 
 

 



 
 
This month we highlight Nick Gallo as our Featured Friends of Gryphon Football Member! Nick 
has been an official Gold FOGF member since July 2017 but has been hanging around 
Gryphon Football for much longer than that. Nick was a Linebacker with the Gryphons in the 
90s, serving as a Captain in ’99, the same year he won some major Gryphon Football awards 
including the Donald Forster MVP Trophy and the Ted Wildman Memorial Trophy. His 
impressive university career later had him named to the 1990s Team of the Decade. 
 
Nick says there were a lot of great memories with the Gryphons over the years, but one of the 
best ones was being part of the team that won the 1996 Yates Cup. “We finished the previous 
season with a 1-7 record, but as soon as that season was over the entire team committed to 
being better.” Obviously this mindset and all the hard work in the off-season paid off! 
 
For Nick, being an FOGF member is his way of giving back to the program that did so much for 
him. “I love that the Gryphon Football program is now routinely mentioned as one of the top 
football programs in the country and making a small contribution to that makes me feel part of 
it.” Nick shouts out Bill Brown, FOGF Membership Coordinator and former teammate, for 
introducing him to the FOGF program and making it so easy for him to contribute. Thank you for 
your support Nick, we are so happy to have you! 
 
Since his time on the field, Nick obtained his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from UofG in 2000 
and is practicing large animal medicine in Elmira. “In a way, I guess I’m still playing Linebacker, 
just wrestling large animals instead of O-Linemen.” 
 
 

 
Gallo with some fellow Gryphon alumni on their annual golf trip to Lakewood Shores Resort in 

Michigan (2017). 
Left to right: Fred Gallo, John Casasanta, Bhu Singh, Jeremy Oxley, Nick Gallo, Bill Brown, and 

Chris Portwood 



 
 
Friends of Gryphon Football Gala Dinner – Saturday, May 11th, 2019 at Creelman Hall   
  
Friends of Gryphon Football Golf Tournament – Friday, July 26th, 2019 at Guelph Lakes 
Golf and Country Club 
 
Guelph Gryphons vs. McMaster – Sunday, August 25th, 2019 at 1:00 PM at Alumni Stadium 
 
To keep up to date on all of our upcoming events, click here.  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/list-of-events/


 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
At the 2019 Wildman Awards this month, Gryphon alumni Steve Stewart presented this past 
season’s Ted Wildman Memorial Trophy to Luke Korol on the 50-year anniversary (1969) of his 
winning the Wildman himself! 
 

 
 

 


