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2018 Season Schedule 
 
The 2018 OUA season schedule has been released. The Gryphons’ season will kick off 
against McMaster on Saturday, August 25th. For a look at what the Gryphons have in 
store for the upcoming season, click here.  
 
To see the full OUA Season Schedule, click here.  
 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/1/4/2018-oua-football-schedule-announced.aspx?path=football
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/schedule/


 
 
 
Pre-Season Training 
 
The Gryphons are starting off the year in pre-season mode. The boys were back in the 
classroom on January 8th, and back on the field on the 12th. Through pre-season 
testing and the weekly practices, the boys are prepping their minds and bodies for 
Florida’s IMG Academy and are looking to come back stronger than ever for the 
upcoming season.    
 

 
 
D10 Luncheon 
 
Gryphon Football hosted a D10 luncheon at the Pavilion on January 17th. The 
luncheon included approximately 40 all-star players from the surrounding area. The 
Nick Fitzgibbon award is given to a player who is the best college high school prospect 



in Guelph. This year’s recipient was given to one of our 2018 commits, Tavius 
Robinson. Congratulations to the other major award winners, Tanner Nelmes, Brody 
Nelmes, Aaron Pacha and Enzo Njo. Please click here for a recap article on the event.   
 

 
 
Wildman Dinner 
 
Our annual Wildman Dinner took place on Saturday, January 27th. The night was 
beautiful and filled with players, family members, coaches and alumni to celebrate the 
many successes and talents of this past season of football. Congratulations to all of our 
major award winners.  
 
Read more on the Wildman Dinner on our website by visiting these two links: 2018 
Wildman Dinner and Gryphon Football Handout 2017 Awards at “Wildman Dinner”.  
 
Check out the recap video here, and the season highlight video here.  
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tavius-robinson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tavius-robinson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/d10-awards-luncheon
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/new-cover-page-60
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/new-cover-page-60
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gryphon-football-handout-2017-awards-at-annual-wildman-dinner
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/just-for-fun/
https://vimeo.com/253122670


 
 
 

 
 



 

 

January Commits 
 
Our streak of talented #NextGryphons continued over the last month. We could not be 
more thrilled to welcome Michael Scarfone, Michael O’Shea, Spencer Masterson and 
Andrew Horscroft to our 2018 roster.  
 
For a full list of our 2018 recruits thus far, please click here.   
 
Longtime Local Teammates Commit 
 
We are excited to welcome the addition of two local Guelph players to our roster, 
Brandon Ferigo and Tavius Robinson. The two Guelph CVI football players have been 
playing on the same team for the last fifteen years. This longtime connection has 
created a special sort of trusted bond that carries onto their performance on the field. 
Brandon Ferigo is a powerful 6’0 tall linebacker who was named the league’s most 
outstanding defensive player, and Tavius Robinson is a 6’8 Defensive End who won the 
Lineman of the Year award. We look forward to welcoming both Brandon and Tavius 
onto our team for this upcoming season. To read more on Brandon and Tavius’ story, 
click here.  

 

 
"We have really enjoyed our first year as Gryphons! Words cannot express how 

welcome the POP Group has made us feel. The work you do is truly amazing. Thank 
you for making us a part of the Gryphon Family!" - Parents of 1st year Gryphon, 

Mitchell Thiele 
 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/michael-scarfone
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/andrew-horscroft
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/spencer-masterson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/michael-oshea
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/2018-recruits
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brandon-ferigo
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tavius-robinson
https://www.guelphmercury.com/sports-story/8047424-longtime-teammates-commit-to-university-of-guelph-football-gryphons/


 
 

"I think the POP Group is as important as the actual football program. It is what binds 
us all and makes us a family” - Anonymous 

 
Post-Season Celebration 
 
“Our 2017 Post Season Celebration was a huge success - the best one yet! Coaches, 
Parents and our Gryphons made up the almost 100-person guest list and together we 
enjoyed a very special evening! We are extremely grateful to Coach Stu Lang to have 
been given the opportunity to host such a special event in the beautiful, brand new 
Gryphon Pavilion, as well as to have Paul Pickett of MacMillian's Meats in attendance. 
Paul was our generous tailgate sponsor this past season and to honour and show our 
appreciation, Paul was gifted a beautiful Gryphon photo collage, engraved with special 
words of gratitude from our Gryphon Family!” - Bruna Ferraro, Mother of 4th year 
Gryphon, Gabe Ferraro  
 



 
 

 

#BellLetsTalk 
 
Players from the team, along with some past and present co-op students, and members 
of other varsity teams attended John Galt Public School on January 31st to participate 
in a Bell Let’s Talk initiative. Groups of six students were put together with some 
players to discuss a scenario, the impact of that scenario on someone, and solutions 
that one could take to fix the problem.  
 

 
 
519 Sports covered this event and spoke with some Gryphons about the importance of 
mental health. To view the video, click here.   
 
To read more on the Bell Let’s Talk initiative at John Galt Public School, please click 
here.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=171&v=9K0F0w-qSqU
https://www.ugdsb.ca/blog/john-galt-ps-students-keep-the-conversation-going-to-end-the-stigma-around-mental-health/


 

Gryphon Coaches in Texas 
 
Members of our team were busy south of the border in Texas in January. Todd 
Galloway, Director of Recruitment was recruiting the U19 Team Canada Junior National 
Team. Jean-Francois Joncas, Offensive Coordinator, was coaching the O-Line for the 
International Bowl. Matt Nesbitt, Assistant O-Line and Operations Manager was 
coaching the U16 Team Canada East in the International Bowl. We are so very proud 
of our amazing coaching staff being recognized for these opportunities.   
 
Andrew Pickett at College Gridiron Showcase  
 
Andrew Pickett was one of eight Canadian players invited to attend the College Gridiron 
Showcase in Texas. This showcase features top college senior football players 
selected by a panel of football experts and provides them with beneficial aspects such 
as educational seminars, practices, scrimmages, 1 on 1’s. 
 
To read more on Andrew Pickett and the College Gridiron Showcase, click here.  
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanfrancois-joncas
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/matt-nesbitt
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/andrew-pickett
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/new-cover-page-21


 
 
 
Johnny Augustine to Saskatchewan Roughriders  
 
Our 5th year Running Back, Johnny Augustine, has been added to the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders negotiation list. We are so proud of Johnny and his accomplishments both 
for the Gryphons and his future with the Roughriders. Graduated quarterback for the 
Gryphons, Justin Dunk, speaks more on Augustine and the Roughriders. To read the 
article, click here.  
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/johnny-augustin
http://3downnation.com/2018/01/30/riders-added-canadian-running-back-in-double-secret-negotiation-list-draft/


 
 
Preparing for Florida’s IMG Academy  

We are only a couple of weeks away from our trip to the world-famous IMG Academy in 
Bradenton, Florida. We spoke with 3rd year Linebacker Job Reinhart and 4th year 
Linebacker Luke Korol about what they’re most looking forward to about the Florida trip 
and how they believe this trip will benefit the team. Here’s what they had to say.  
 

What They Are Most Looking Forward To: 
 

“The thing I'm looking forward to most on the Florida trip is having the opportunity to 
train and practice at the elite facilities that the IMG academy has to offer. It will be a 

great experience for us all.” – Job Reinhart  
 

“What I’m looking forward to most about this trip is spending the time with my 
teammates down south.” – Luke Korol 

 
How The Trip Will Benefit The Team: 

 
“The Florida trip will have an invaluable impact on the team for many reasons. It will 

provide us with the perfect tools and conditions to increase our skills and knowledge of 
the game, while allowing us to grow and bond as a team.” – Job Reinhart 

 
“I think this trip will benefit us by creating that special bond amongst the teammates and 
coaches. It’s nice that we are able to spend time together down south and while we are 
there for football, we can have some fun too and make memories that will last for a life 
time. It will ultimately help us on the field by bringing us closer together.” – Luke Korol 

 
To read more, see the Gryphons at IMG Academy section of our January Newsletter.  
 
Gryphons on U19 Junior National Team 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/the-gryphons-lair/


Some of our current and #NextGryphons had the honour of being chosen to represent 
Canada as part of the U19 Junior National Team. Congratulations to 1st year Defensive 
Lineman Sandor Modd, and 1st year Offensive Lineman Andy McFalls. We are so proud 
to have a great group of both current and future Gryphons representing our country. 
Congratulations to these boys.  
 

 
 
Elite O-Line & D-Line Camp - April 7th, 2018 
 
Elite Skills Camp and Specialist Camp - April 14th, 2018 
 
Gala Dinner - May 5th, 2018  
 
FOGF Golf Tournament - July 28th, 2018 
 
To stay updated on our upcoming events, click here.  
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/sandor-mod
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/andy-mcfalls
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/list-of-events/


 
 

 

 

This month, we would like to celebrate two Gryphon Football alumnus, Mike O’Shea 
and Kyle Walters. Mike O’Shea is a University of Guelph alumni who has been the 
Head Coach of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers for the past four years. O’Shea has played 
for both the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and the Toronto Argonauts, and was named the CFL 
Most Outstanding Rookie in 1993. In addition to this, Mike O’Shea has been named the 
CFL North Division All-Star in 1995, CFL Most Outstanding Canadian in 1999, named a 
CFL East All-Star three times, and is part of the All-Time Argos team. O’Shea was 
inducted into the Gryphon Football Hall of Fame this year.  
 
Kyle Walters is another University of Guelph alumni (1992-1996) who is currently the 
General Manager for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. Walters has worked his way up to 
this position, as he was previously the Assistant General Manager and the Director of 



Canadian Scouting for the Blue Bombers. During his time at Guelph, Walters was 
named team captain in his senior year and was part of two Yates Cup Championship 
winning teams. Once graduated from the University of Guelph, Walters went on to play 
for the Hamilton Tiger-Cats and was named team captain during his final three 
seasons.  
 
We are very proud of these two alumni who have continued to have success with 
football beyond their university careers.  
 
Mike O’Shea:  
 

 
 
Kyle Walters:  
 



 
 

 

Our featured FOGF member of the month is Brent Dallimore. Brent is an alumnus from 
the University of Guelph and was part of the 1997 graduating class. Brent was a 
Defensive Tackle for the Guelph Gryphons. He is currently the Senior Director of Food 
and Beverage at Niagara Casinos and lives in Niagara Falls. Brent is a great supporter 
of Gryphon Football and generously donated money to the D-Line room in the new 
Pavilion.  



 
When asked why he became an FOGF member, Brent said “I recently moved back to 
Ontario after 18 years living out west. I found it astonishing how quickly I bonded with 
former teammates even after being away for so long. You never lose that bond. I 
became an FOGF member so I could give back to the organization that gave so much 
to me” 
 
His most memorable moment playing for the Gryphons was “blocking for Bill Brown 
while he returned an interception for 81-yards touchdown in the 1996 game against 
Mac Thanksgiving weekend at Alumni Stadium.”  
 

 
 

 

Friends of Gryphon Football offers memberships to support Gryphon Football. 
Memberships grant access to all Gryphon Football sponsored events, as well as team 
issued swag. For more on FOGF memberships, please click here.  
 

 

Gryphon Football adopted a tradition from the Royal Family. At Buckingham Palace, the 
Royal Standard Flag is only flown when The Queen is in one of the Royal Palaces. 
Here at Champions’ Corner, located on the corner of Lang Way and College Avenue, a 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/friends-of-gryphon-football-membership/


flag is only flown during the week before a home game. The flag that is flown is one of a 
kind and represents the theme of that week’s game.  
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