
 
 

 
And just like that the 2018 football season is in the books. We had an exciting playoff run and a 
place at the Yates Cup. Although our season may have ended with a loss, this young Gryphon 
team will be back! Enjoy a recap of our final week of the season and a sneak peek of what's to 
come with this issue of The Gryphons' Lair. 
 

 



 
Contact Bill Brown at brownw@uoguelph.ca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Six Gryphons Awarded OUA All-Rookies 
Gryphon Football led the conference when the OUA All-Rookie Team was announced before 
the Yates Cup. 
 
J.P. Cimankinda, the rookie running back from Ottawa, ON, became a key player in the later 
half of the season. He finished the year with back-to-back 100+ yard games and with the 
second most rushing yards on the team, with 296. 
 
Juwan Jeffrey, our other rookie running back from Brampton, ON was right behind J.P. with 278 
rushing yards, and a touchdown. 
 
Kiondre Smith, from Toronto, ON, pulled his weight on the Special Teams end with 403 kick 
return yards, 401 punt return yards, and a touchdown, resulting in his leading the team in all-
purpose yards. 
 
Defensive back Brendan Murphy, from Chateauguay, QC, was another great addition to our 
Gryphon defence this year. He is known for his hard-hitting tackles that tallied up to almost 30, 
while also picking up 3 sacks, an interception, and 5 pass break-ups. 
 
Tavius Robinson, from Guelph, ON, was a monster defensive end on the field standing at 6’8” 
and a handful of key sacks made. 
 
Uriel “UK” Kalenga, the DB from Gatineau, QC, also had a great season making crucial plays 
including the double overtime fumble recovery that punched our ticket to the playoffs. 
 
Click here to read more. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/juwan-jeffrey
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kiondre-smith
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/tavius-robinson
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/uriel-kalenga
http://oua.ca/sports/fball/2018-19/releases/all_rookies


Seven Gryphons Recognized as OUA 2018 Football All-Stars 
Three Gryphon seniors, Luke Korol, Gabe Ferraro, and Colin Jerome were named to the OUA 
1st Team, and 4 Gryphons, Brendan Murphy, Eric Starczala, Kiondre Smith, and A.J. Allen were 
named to the OUA 2nd Team. This is the most all-star nods the program has seen since the 11  
who were selected in 2015. 
 
Kicker Gabe Ferraro is no stranger to the All-Star teams as this is his 3rd time being named to 
the 1st Team in his 5 years as a Gryphon. He had quite the memorable year leading the OUA 
with 22 field goals and tying the USports all-time record for regular season career field goals 
with 91. 
 
Senior linebacker Luke Korol also had a fantastic year and earned his first OUA 1st Teams title. 
He led Canada in tackles with an average of 9.3 per game and had the most regular season 
tackles (74.5) in not just all of USports, but also set a new record for the Gryphons. 
 
Another fifth-year player, Colin Jerome, was honoured as an all-star for the first time as he 
proved to be an asset on our offensive line that finished 2nd in the conference with 1631 rushing 
yards. 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/colin-jerome
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/eric-starczala
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kiondre-smith
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aj-allen
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/gabe-ferraro
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/colin-jerome


On the OUA 2nd Team we see two of our rookies being honoured again, Brendan Murphy and 
Kiondre Smith, for their efforts this season. 
 
Veteran Eric Starczala was named to the Second Team for the second year in a row after being 
a huge force this season on the offensive line. 
 
Third year linebacker A.J. Allen was also recognized with the Second Team title for his efforts 
on special teams in the Rush/Cover position. 
 

 
 

Click here to read more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brendan-murphy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kiondre-smith
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/eric-starczala
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aj-allen
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/11/7/fb-seven-gryphons-recognized-as-oua-announces-2018-football-all-stars.aspx?path=football


Yates Cup & Press Conference & Awards Luncheon 
The week leading up to the Yates Cup, 7 of our Gryphons and Coach Galloway took a break 
from the Yates preparations to celebrate the OUA Award winners. Congratulations again! 
 

 
 
 
Yates Cup Week – The Inside Scoop 
By Gryphon Football Co-op Student Emily Lynch 
 
Coming off the excitement from our semi-final victory in Ottawa, we had the 6-hour bus ride 
home and the rest of the night to celebrate and relax before getting back to business. Yates Cup 
Week was arguably one of the most exciting and intense weeks of the season, and everyone 
had their eyes on the prize. There was a whole crew of people with a list of things to be done 
behind the scenes in our program to prepare for the biggest game of our year. 
 
While the players and coaches were practicing and watching film this week, it was my job to 
take care of all the details. On top of my regular duties with Advancement and Communications, 
there were some Yates-specific preparations to be made. 
 
My week started with handing out white robes that we award every week to our players that 
were named Players of the Week. The guys take pride in their robes and are often seen wearing 
them around the Pavilion or on the bus to away games. 
 

 



I made an effort to watch some of the team’s practice every night, despite the cold temperature 
and occasional flurries. I took some pictures for our social media accounts and thought about 
how lucky we were to still be practicing now that it gets dark by 5 p.m., because a lot of teams 
weren’t. 

 
 
 
Because it was getting colder, our Advancement team was generous enough to buy Gryphon 
sweatpants for the team to wear. After sorting through way too many boxes and putting the 
pants into lockers, the team was super excited to have new pants to wear on the trip to London. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our locker room ceiling has the coolest light fixture that we light up for games, so this week I 
found myself lying on the floor to get a good shot for our social media. 
 

 
 
 

To prepare for the large cheering section we were expecting at the Yates, I spent an afternoon 
putting Gryphon stickers on about 50 cowbells to be rung in the crowd to make our presence 
known – and to drive Western nuts. I also dug out a giant drum, a giant brass cowbell, and 
some Gryphon coloured wigs for our GryphFans to wear to pump up the crowd! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



My major task during Yates week was to source ColdGear long sleeve shirts to keep the players 
warm during the game. The goal was to look more uniform and professional by all matching. 
However, locating 56 shirts of the same brand, style, and colour in all the proper sizes with only 
4 days notice was no easy feat. I sent the local SportsChek manager on a hunt to call all of the 
stores in our end of Ontario to see how many she could get shipped in time for the trip down to 
London. She said there was no guarantee that it could be done, but I wasn’t satisfied with that 
answer. My plan B was to call the Under Armour factory store in Mississauga to see how many 
shirts they had in store. It was almost enough, so I drove down the 401 only to get to the 
checkout and realize I was without a credit card to purchase them. I asked the store to put them 
on hold, as well as call other stores to put their inventory on hold, and planned to come back the 
next day. In hopes of avoiding a massive road trip around the GTA, I called SportChek 3 times a 
day to check on their progress. The next day I got the call that it looked like they were going to 
have the perfect amount arrive just in time. When I went to pick up the shirts, the sales staff 
were so happy to have helped our team out, despite having to complete the sale in 3 separate 
transactions and about 30 gift cards. It was indeed a happy ending, complete with a series of 
cheers when Coach Galloway told the team they had new shirts to wear for the game. The night 
before we left for London, I assisted Frank, our equipment manager, with sorting out the travel 
bags and all the shirts. The wild Yates week goose chase was well worth it to see all the players 
look so professional on the field… and still have feeling in their arms. Long story short, the task 
seemed so small and it was a mission, but our program has the resources to make projects like 
this possible. 
 

 

 
According to Anthony Hall and Kiondre Smith, the shirts make you run faster too! 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/anthony-hall
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/kiondre-smith


With all the practices and preparation finished, we made the trip down to London and stayed in 
a hotel Friday night. Most teams would just drive down the morning of, but we wanted our 
players to be able to settle in, have a good dinner, and sleep in a quieter, more comfortable bed 
compared to their residence or student housing rooms. Because we were on the road, some of 
our players even had to write proctored midterms at the hotel! 

 
Although we suffered a tough loss to Western on game day, we are proud of our season and 
learned a lot along the way. With more hard work and dedication we will be back! 

_______ 
 
 
Gryphons Fall to No. 1-ranked Mustangs in 111th Yates Cup 
Saturday afternoon in cold, windy conditions at TD Stadium in London, the Guelph Gryphons 
football team saw their memorable 2018 campaign officially come to an end with a 63-14 loss to 
the Western Mustangs in the 111th edition of the Yates Cup. The Gryphons, who were making 
their fourth Yates Cup appearance in the last seven years, were never able to recover after a 
slow start which saw them trailing 39-7 at halftime versus the defending Vanier Cup champions. 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
It was do or die for senior players like Luke Korol. 

 

http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/11/10/football-fb-gryphons-fall-to-no-1-ranked-mustangs-in-111th-yates-cup.aspx?path=football
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol


 
We had a huge group of fans, friends, and family in the stands! 

 

 
All eyes were on the prize. 

 



 
Not the outcome we wanted, but we’ll be back! 

 
 

Luke Korol Named USPORTS Second Team All-Canadian 
Gryphons' fifth-year linebacker Luke Korol played at an All-Canadian level throughout the entire 
2018 season. Thursday night in Quebec City, the Dundas, Ontario native received some much-
deserved National recognition. Korol, a 6-0, 205 lbs outside linebacker with the Gryphons, was 
named a U SPORTS Second Team All-Canadian. The announcement was made Thursday 
evening at the Vanier Cup awards gala in Quebec City. Korol becomes just the 19th defensive 
player in U of G history to earn All-Canadian status, and the first since former teammate Nick 
Parisotto in 2015. 
 
Click here to read more. 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/luke-korol
http://gryphons.ca/news/2018/11/22/football-fb-luke-korol-named-second-team-all-canadian.aspx?path=football


Parents of Players Season-End Holiday Party 
The POP hosted their annual holiday party at the Pavilion to celebrate the end of a fantastic 
season. Classes just ended and exams are beginning, but there’s always time for a visit from 
Santa and the Gryphon Family. Thank you to all of our friends and family for your hard work and 
support this year. Enjoy the holidays! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 OUA Football Schedule Announced 
On Thursday, November 29, Ontario University Athletics (OUA) officially announced the 2019 
regular season football schedule. The Gryphons will kickoff the 2019 campaign in late August 
with a home game against the McMaster Marauders in Week 1 (Sunday, Aug. 25). 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://gryphons.ca/news/2018/11/28/2019-oua-football-schedule-announced.aspx


 
 
“Looking back on the season now that it’s over, I’m very proud of our accomplishments. The 
guys may not have been satisfied with the Yates Cup results in the moment, but I believe when 
they reflect back on how far they have come this year, it will give them motivation to do better. 
Again, I’m very proud of the way they bought into the vision and the culture we tried to create for 
our program this year. They stuck together to win a lot of tough games. A playoff run like that 
and making it to the Yates Cup was an incredible experience for our new guys to have. They 
were able to learn from this year and learn what it takes to be a team that plays in the Yates 
Cup and ultimately wins it. This experience will carry forward into the future of this program as it 
is a young team. 
 
Now in the off-season, our recruitment efforts are in full swing for the next several months. I’ve 
been on the road a bit, including a recent trip up to Ottawa for OFSAA. I’m proud to be a 
sponsor of OFSAA and we had a good three days scouting some great talent. We’ll be busy 
recruiting with a final push right before the holiday black out, but I’m excited for all of our 
coaches and players to have some time off with their families to end the year.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
This month we signed offensive lineman Noah Wright as our Next Gryphon. Originally from 
Scarborough, ON, the 6’1”, 270lb player is coming out of Champlain College Lennoxville in 
Quebec. Noah says he really liked the Gryphon OL coach (Coach Mike MacDonald) and that 
there are a lot of previous Champlain Cougars now playing with the Gryphons. Welcome Noah! 
 
Watch his highlight video here. 
Click here to read more. 

 
 
 
Another Next Gryphon, Matt Famurewa, is also a current Champlain Lennoxville Cougar and 
will join Noah on the offensive line. Weighing in at 6’3” and 295lbs, Matt will add some force to 
the line. We’re happy to have you join us in the fall, Matt! 
 
Watch his highlight video here. 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/mike-macdonald
http://ww.hudl.com/video/3/5339973/5bdfb5a19a910b0cb4365c91
https://canadafootballchat.com/coaches-old-teammates-draw-commit-to-guelph/
http://www.hudl.com/video/3/5340045/5bde950e5b3d2a0d8009f1a6


Our third Next Gryphon this month, Justin Lauzon, is a 5’8” 195lb linebacker from St. Jean sur 
Richelieu in St. Hyacinthe, QC. His attitude to leave it all on the field will make him a great fit 
here in Guelph. 
 
Watch his highlight video here. 
 

 
 

 
Gryphon Football Sponsors OFSAA Football 
Our football program is a proud sponsor of OFSAA to support a provincial championship and 
associated organizing costs. With this sponsorship, we are allowed to feature ads and have field 
access at the tournament. Last week, several of our coaches attended this year’s OFSAA and 
presented all trophies. Our coaching staff even rented a house in Ottawa to providing lodging for 
coaches during this 3-day tournament. Congratulations to all athletes and hopefully a few 
#NextGryphons! 
 
Click here to check out the OFSAA program and keep an eye out for our ads. 
 

 
Mike Aloisio (Director of Football Operations), Coach Galloway, Coach MacDonald, and Coach 

Grandy watch OFSAA from somewhere warm. 
 

http://www.hudl.com/v/2AmdHr
http://www.ofsaa.on.ca/sites/default/files/nov_24_full_program_sunday_final.pdf
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/mike-aloisio
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/mike-macdonald
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/adam-grandy
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/adam-grandy


 
Coach Galloway poses with a winning team after giving out the trophy. 

 
 

 
 
We already knew that we have the best parents in the league, but their passion and dedication 
to our team and our program continues to amaze us! For the Yates Cup final, our POP took 
their famous tailgate to the next level – they towed everything down the road London! The 
Gryphon-branded barbecue, the Gryphon-branded storage trailer, the tents, the cutlery, and of 
course, the food. POP estimates they served around 200 burgers to family, friends, alumni, and 
the bus load of non-dressing players that joined us. Alumni House even provided a couple 6 foot 
long subs to the mix!  Thank you POP for a great season, we hope to see you again next year! 
 

  
Our Gryphon BBQ takes up a full parking space, and the trailer looks great on the road. 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/todd-galloway


 

  
There is always plenty of food! 

 
 

 
Thanks to the great Gryphon Family who came out! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Remembrance Day 
For the Yates Cup Final on Nov. 10, our Gryphons sported poppy stickers on their helmets in 
honour of Remembrance Day.  
 

 

 
Thank you to our co-op students from Guelph High Schools for their help! 

 



Louis Riel Day 
November 16th was Louis Riel Day in Ontario. Louis Riel Day commemorates one of the great 
tragedies of Canadian history, it is also a day to celebrate Métis culture and the continuing 
progress that Métis people are making in fulfilling Riel’s dream of Métis taking their rightful place 
within Confederation. Gryphon Football raised the Métis flat outside of Alumni Stadium to 
honour this day. 

 
 
 
MetoWe Trip 
Every year, Gryphon Football looks to send interested players on the MeToWe volunteer 
humanitarian trip. Last year, Graham Brodie and Walker Breen represented our team so this 
month we asked them to share their experience with the rest of the team so that they can start 
thinking about applying for the 6th annual trip in the spring. In 2016, Gryphons Sam Lewis, 
Marcus Volpe, and Andrew Chichka went on the trip. This trip is made possible by the Joan 
Hewitt Scholarship funded by the Angel Gabriel Foundation which supports numerous learning 
and humanitarian projects at U of G and in Guelph. 
 
“We’re honestly very grateful for the opportunity to have gone. It was great. We would definitely 
go back and recommend it to others too,” says Walker. 
 

 
Brodie and Breen talking to the team about their trip. 



Nominate a High School Football Coach for Riddell High School Coach of the Year Award 
 

 
Click here for nomination form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/riddell-high-school-coach-of-the-year/


 
 
Coach Adam Grandy Named to 2019 U18 National Coaching Staff 
Congratulations to Coach Grandy on being selected as the Defensive Coordinator for this year’s 
U18 Football Canada team. Grandy will travel with the team to Arlington, TX in January. 
Congratulations and good luck Coach! 
 
Click here to read more. 
 

 
 
 
Coach Brian Cluff Named to U17 Team Ontario Coaching Staff 
Congratulations to Gryphons Defensive Line Coach Cluff on being named to coach U17 Team 
Ontario at the 2019 International Bowl for the fourth time! Coach Cluff will travel with the team to 
Arlington, TX to play Team USA in January at AT&T Stadium. 
 

 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/adam-grandy
http://footballcanada.com/football-canada-introduces-under-18-coaching-staff-ahead-of-2019-international-bowl/
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/brian-cluff


Four Gryphons Battled for the 2018 Grey Cup 
Congratulations to two Gryphons turned Calgary Stampeders, Rob Maver (Gryphon Kicker 
2006-2009) and Royce Metchie (Linebacker 2014-2017), on their Grey Cup win in Edmonton on 
the 25th. Gryphon Football is proud of you! 
 

  
Royce Metchie (left) with the Grey Cup after a champagne shower, and Rob Maver (right) 
celebrating with the fans. 
 
Congratulations also to Jacob Scarfone (Receiver 2012-2017) and Andrew Pickett (OL 2013-
2017) on their hard-fought battle with the Ottawa Redblacks! 
 

 
 
 



Players of the Week 

 
Yates Cup Final Players of the Week vs. Western Mustangs, Defence Job Reinhart, Offence JP 
Cimankinda, Special Teams A.J. Allen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gryphonfootball.com/job-reinhart
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/jeanpaul-cimankinda
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/aj-allen


 
 
In this month’s Alumni spotlight is former defensive end Chris Camboia. Chris played with the 
Gryphons from 1995-1998 and was a Captain in ‘97. During his time at Guelph, he collected 
many great achievements. He was named Lineman of the Year at the Wildman Awards in ’95 
and OUA Second Team All-Star in ’97. He was also a key member of the 1996 Yates Cup 
Championship team. These accomplishments earned him a spot on the 1990s Team of the 
Decade. 
 
After his playing days with the Gryphons, Chris pursued a career in real estate. This career path 
coincided with his brother’s contracting company, so it was the natural choice. “Choosing a 
career path with a family environment like we shared on the Gryphons team was important and 
non-negotiable,” he says.  
 
Like many of the Gryphon alumni we’ve featured, Chris cherishes all the lessons he learned on 
the field and with the team that now transfer to his personal and professional life. Lessons such 
as knowing how to overcome adversity and maintain the right attitude. “Surrounding yourself 
with a true team where the “We” is bigger than the “Me” is when true success happens and 
that’s something I value to this day.” 
 
Playing for the guy beside you was a common topic when we were preparing for our Yates cup 
battle this season, and Chris knew that feeling all too well during his Yates battle in 1996, where 
they came out on top against Western. “To win the Yates Cup was a testament to the 
brotherhood, to the ability to focus on maximum effort, trusting each other and believing 
wholeheartedly that we as Gryphons would not be denied.” 
 

 



 
 
For this month’s FOGF Member Feature, we reached out to Luke Nangle, who also doubles as 
a great Gryphon alumnus. He was a quarterback from 2009-2013 while completing his Bachelor 
of Commerce degree in Real Estate and Housing. During his time at the University of Guelph he 
was heavily involved in athletics, academics, and volunteer work. 
 
Now that he is off the Gryphon field, he is currently working on his Master of Business 
Administration at the University of Toronto’s Rotman School of Business while also having a 
career at Steelcase as a Strategic Account Manager. In this role, Luke works with customers to 
enhance their real estate strategy. Luke and Steelcase partnered with Gryphon Football to 
create some of the spaces we know and love inside the Pavilion! 
 
Luke became an FOGF member within the first month of the program and has been reaping the 
benefits ever since. His favourite is the annual Friends of Gryphon Football Golf Tournament 
that he plays in with his dad every year. Even though he just graduated a few years ago, he 
says he likes being an FOGF member because it is a great way to stay connected with the 
Gryphon Football network.  
 
Thank you Luke for your continued support of our program! 
 

 



 
 
Wildman Awards Dinner – Saturday, January 26th, 2019 at Creelman Hall 

Click here for tickets! 
 
Friends of Gryphon Football Gala Dinner – Saturday, May 11th, 2019 at Creelman Hall 
Friends of Gryphon Football Golf Tournament – Friday, July 26th, 2019 at Guelph Lakes 
Golf and Country Club 
 
To keep up to date on all of our upcoming events, click here. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://gryphonstickets.universitytickets.com/user_pages/event.asp?id=485&cid=32
https://www.gryphonfootball.com/list-of-events/


 
 

 



 
 

 

Did you know that for our first game of the 1968 season we hosted Manitoba! 

 


